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DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Parton Parish Council 
 

Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting 
Held on 11th January 2023 at 7.30pm in The Station, The Square, Parton 

 
Present: Cllr H Elliott (acting Chair), Cllr R Sinar, Cllr W Morton, Cllr A Watson. Copeland Councillor D Banks 
Clerk: Mrs J Coltman 
Members of the public: 2 
Invited but did not attend: County Councillor M Barbour, Cumberland Councillor G Troughton and Copeland 
Councillor J Bowman. 
 
The chair thanked everyone for attending and started the meeting at 7.34pm. 
 
293/22/23 To Approve the Minutes of the Parton Parish Council meeting held on 14th December 2022. 

Resolved to approve the minutes.  
 
294/22/23 Apologies. Apologies were received from Cllrs Armstrong, McKee, Ryden, Tumelty and Williamson 

and Resolved to accept apologies.  
 
295/22/23 Exclusion of Press and Public. The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. There were 

no items that needed to be heard in private.  
 
296/22/23 Declarations of Interest. There were no declarations of interest. 
 
297/22/23 Public Participation. A member of the public asked if there were any plans or a budget towards the 

coronation. The clerk said that the budget was being confirmed later on the agenda. The member of 
the public offered to help in any way that they could.  

 
298/22/23 Reports from Ward or County Councillors or Guest Speakers.  

Cllr Banks said that Whitehaven harbour had turned yellow because of the sulphates from the colliery. 
The offices in Whitehaven would remain and be taken over by the new Cumberland Council in April. 
 

299/22/23 Police Matters. The crime map had been circulated. There were 4 offences in total.  
 
300/22/23 Clerk’s Updates: 

 St Bridget’s Footpath. Working with the clerk at Lowca they were pressing Highways to address 
this. The clerk would attend the Lowca meeting on 18th January to see the highways presentation and 
raise the matter jointly. She would also raise the matter of the base for the bus shelter on the A595. 

 Bus Shelter A595. The request form had been completed and they now understood the nature of the 
request and were not seeking a deposit.  

 Bus Shelter, Ramsay Drive. The documents had been received from the contractor and returned to 
Home Group. The agreement was now with their legal department. 

 Pot Hole in the Square. This has been reported to United Utilities. 
 New PCSO.  An invite to attend had been sent to the new PCSO, but this did not tie in with her shift 

pattern. Another invite would be sent for the February meeting.  
 Highways Issues. There had been a number of issues that the clerk had reported, flooding on Foundry 

Road, run-off of water from Black Bank onto Bankyard Road, overgrown path on Black Bank, pot 
holes on Parton Brow, request for extra grit bins on Ramsay Drive/Seven Acres junction and The 
Square. All of these had been allocated to relevant teams. The lights on Brewery Brow had been fixed. 
The light in The Square had been identified and they were waiting for a new lamp to come into stock.  

 War Memorial Quotes were still being sought. The council had been pre-approved for a grant from 
the War Memorials Trust. 

 Community Asset Transfer. There had been no progress due to Christmas holiday closures.  
 
301/22/23 Budget. The budget was debated and agreed for 2023-2024. Resolved To agree the budgeted spend 

of £26,770 and to increase the garage ground rent to £40 from April 1st. 
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302/22/23 Precept. Resolved to request a precept of £13,500, the same amount as last year. 
 
303/22/23 Traffic Speed Survey. Concerns were raised over the speed of traffic through the village and the 

parking around the school. It was considered that there should be double yellow lines outside of the 
play park. Resolved the clerk actioned to contact the Traffic team to raise the issues and request 
a review. 

 
304/22/23 Litter Picking Group. HE had the litter picking equipment and would look to arrange a regular litter 

picking group. The clerk would notify Copeland where the bags would be left and advertise it on the 
Facebook page.   

 
305/22/23 Garages. There was still a lot of rubbish piled up behind the garages. The clerk would write to the 

tenants informing them of the increase and offering them a further 12 months lease, but would remind 
them to keep the area tidy at the same time. 

 
306/22/23 Beach Garden. Some of the benches were still covered with tributes etc and it was impossible to sit 

on them. It was very bad over the Christmas period but had improved a little now. This would be 
monitored and a request to keep them clear would be put in the newsletter.  

 
307/22/23 Payments for Approval. Resolved to approve the listed payments. HE proposed that Financial 

Regulation 6.4 be suspended to allow the clerk to co-sign the cheques as there were insufficient 
signatories present amongst the councillors. Resolved without objection  

 
Cheque Payee Details Amount 
101393 J Coltman Salary  £284.15 
101394 HMRC PAYE £71.20 
101395 J Coltman Expenses £12.25 

 
308/22/23 Finance. The clerk confirmed that the book balance at 9th January was £31,334.86, which included 

£8,000 ring-fenced grant money. Resolved to accept the finance report. 
 
309/22/23 Planning Applications. None to consider 
 
310/22/23 Parish Councillor Matters. 

 WM had reported fly tipping to Copeland and it had been collected the following day.  
 HE had collected a lot of fly tipped rubbish from the beach and had contacted Copeland who 

had collected it. 
 WM had chased Copeland for the recycling bins and they were due to be delivered within a 

week or two. 
 WM said that we now needed the gravel boards to be replaced around the play park because 

the were rotting and the bark was spilling out onto the street. 
 
311/22/23 Date of next Council meeting. Next meeting Wednesday 8th February 2023.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.47pm 
Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
 
 
Chair Presiding................................................................................  Date............................................................. 
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