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DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Parton Parish Council 
 

Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting 
Held on 14th December 2022 at 7.30pm in The Station, The Square, Parton 

 
Present: Cllr S Tumelty (Chair), Cllr A Armstrong, Cllr H Elliott, Cllr R Sinar, Cllr W Morton, Cllr A Watson. Mrs C 
McDonald (Home Group) 
Clerk: Mrs J Coltman 
Members of the public: 1 
Invited but did not attend: County Councillor M Barbour and Copeland Councillor J Bowman. 
 
The chair thanked everyone for attending and started the meeting at 7.31pm. 
 
278/22/23 To Approve the Minutes of the Parton Parish Council meeting held on 9th November 2022. Resolved 

to approve the minutes. Proposed AW, seconded HE.  
 
279/22/23 Apologies. Apologies were received from Cllrs McKee, Ryden and Williamson and Copeland Cllr D 

Banks. Resolved to accept apologies and authorise the absence. Proposed WM, seconded AW 
 
280/22/23 Exclusion of Press and Public. The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. There were 

no items that needed to be heard in private.  
 
281/22/23 Declarations of Interest. There were no declarations of interest. 
 
282/22/23 Home Group: 

The chair thanked Mrs McDonald from Home Group for attending.  
 There was an issue with moss on the paths and a lack of lighting around the old people’s 

bungalows on Ramsay Drive. The lighting issue was already being looked into and she 
would check on getting the paths sprayed for moss. 

 The issue of the render was still with the legal department. There were no updates. It wasn’t 
causing problems inside the properties; it was just visual. 

 There had been no further disturbances reported to Home Group. If people make sure that 
they report incidents to Home Group and if appropriate also to the police, that will help them 
to take action against people who are behaving antisocially. 

 Mrs McDonald agreed to attend again on 8th February 2023. She would also be happy to 
meet tenants outside of the council meeting if people wanted to arrange something like that. 

 
283/22/23 Public Participation. There was a square pothole at the entrance to The Square. This had been left 

unfilled by United Utilities. The clerk would contact them.  
 
284/22/23 Reports from Ward or County Councillors or Guest Speakers.  

Cllr Banks had sent in a report as he was unable to attend. There were ongoing personnel changes at 
Copeland. There was a plan to produce two reactor sites to produce power which may be ten years 
away, but looked promising. West Cumbria Mining had been given permission to extract coal, but 
protests were ongoing. 
 

285/22/23 Police Matters. The crime map had been circulated. The clerk had asked the PCSO if more detail 
could be given about the crimes as categories such as “Violence and sexual offences” could cover a 
wide range of things. The PCSO had explained that the crimes are categorised by the national database 
and they could not give them in an alternative format or offer any more detail. There was a new PCSO 
and the clerk would invite them to attend in person. 

 
286/22/23 Clerk’s Updates: 

 St Bridget’s Footpath. Paperwork had been received from the landowner. It was all quite general and 
the only place that Parton was mentioned was in the advised wording for signs to be erected at the 
ends of the path which stated “…The path was instigated and is maintained by Parton and Lowca 
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Councils”. This was a letter from Environment Cumbria to the landowners and could not be seen as an 
agreement by either council. The clerk would share with the clerk from Lowca. 

 Bus Shelter A595. The clerk was still chasing the Highways Agency for an answer as to why they 
required the deposit. 

 Caravans and Cars. The reports had been passed to the enforcement teams. Councillors reported that 
there was only one caravan left now. 

 Bus Shelter, Ramsay Drive. The clerk was still chasing the documents from the builder who was to 
install the base and erect the shelter. 

 External Auditor. A new auditor had been awarded the five-year contract for carrying out the 
external audit. The company was called Moore. 

 Highways Issues. There had been a number of issues that the clerk had reported, flooding on Foundry 
Road, run-off of water from Queenies onto Bankyard Road, overgrown path on Queenies, lights on 
The Square, potholes on Parton Brow and Ramsay Drive and icy roads on Seven Acres. Highways 
had replied that Seven Acres were provided with a grit bin for people to use themselves and it could 
be reported when empty. AW said that a grit bin was needed in The Square. WM said that there was a 
grit bin on the corner of Criffel and Ramsay, but one was also needed on the corner of Ramsay and 
Seven Acres as the gap to the next one was too far. Councillors also reported lights out at the top of 
Brewery Brow.  

 War Memorial Quotes were still being sought for the painting of the railings. Finding a tradesman 
suitably experienced to work with the metalwork was proving difficult.  

 
287/22/23 Community Asset Transfer. WM suggested that the football field should be turned into a five-a-side 

all-weather pitch with fencing around. Ideas were exchanged about what to do with the other half of 
the pitch including suggestions for netball or basketball courts. The allotments are part of the same 
parcel of land so would be included in the transfer. Resolved. The clerk will seek quotations for the 
work and plans to be drawn up, then will source grant funding opportunities. The information to come 
back before council to make a decision on whether to proceed with the asset transfer request.    

 
288/22/23 Payments for Approval. Resolved to approve the listed payments. ST proposed that Financial 

Regulation 6.4 be suspended to allow the clerk to co-sign the cheques as there were insufficient 
signatories present amongst the councillors. Resolved without objection Proposed AW, Seconded 
AA. 

 
Cheque Payee Details Amount 
101390 J Coltman Salary Dec 22 & 

backdated pay increase 
£560.71 

101391 HMRC PAYE £140.00 
101392 J Coltman Expenses £271.35 

 
289/22/23 Finance. The clerk confirmed that at 01/04/2022 the bank balance was £18,437.31. Income totalling 

£21,901.61 had been received. Expenditure since 1st April totalled £8366.07. The bank balance as of 
12th October 2022 was £31,972.85. There were uncleared cheques totalling £634.03 so after they had 
cleared the balance would be £31,388.82. There would be an additional £50.00 to add to this as the 
grant cheque to Parton reunited had been returned as it was not required. There was £8,000.00 in grant 
money towards the bus shelter included in this total. Resolved to accept the finance report. 

 
290/22/23 Planning Applications. None to consider 
 
291/22/23 Parish Councillor Matters. 

 AW queried a new bench being placed in the beach garden but this had been approved in 
March. 

 WM asked what had happened with the Mary Jackson Trust fund. LM was the council 
representative to the committee but was not present at this meeting. 

 HE had been unable to attend the meetings regarding the A595 closure and was concerned 
about people using the village as a rat run. General calming measures for the village were 
suggested, 20mph outside of the school and double yellow lines outside of the school and in 
front of the play park.  

 HE had a number of selection boxes that were surplus after they had been given out at the 
Christmas Fayre. The council agreed that these should be given to the children’s ward at the 
hospital. 
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 HE had been sent a link for new benches that were very simple but could be engraved but 
would only cost around £80 each.  

 
292/22/23 Date of next Council meeting. Next meeting Wednesday 11th January 2023.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm 
Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
 
 
Chair Presiding................................................................................  Date............................................................. 
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