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DRAFT MINUTES 
Parton Parish Council 

 
Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting 

Held on 11th October 2022 at 7.30pm in Parton Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllr S Tumelty (Chair), Cllr H Elliott, Cllr R Sinar, Cllr A Watson, Cllr J Williamson (from 7.46pm) Ward 
councillor D Banks, Caroline McDonald from Home Group. 
Clerk: Mrs J Coltman 
Members of the public: 1 
Invited but did not attend: County Councillor M Barbour and Copeland Councillor J Bowman 
 
The chair thanked everyone for attending and started the meeting at 7.34pm. 
 
243/22/23 To Approve the Minutes of the Parton Parish Council meeting held on 12th July 2022. Resolved to 

approve the minutes. Proposed RS, seconded HE.  
 
244/22/23 Apologies. Apologies were received from Cllrs Armstrong and Ryden and Cumberland Cllr G 

Troughton. Resolved to accept apologies and authorise the absence. Apologies were also received 
during the course of the meeting from Cllrs McKee and Morton. 

 
245/22/23 Exclusion of Press and Public. The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. There were 

no items that needed to be heard in private.  
 
246/22/23 Declarations of Interest. There were no declarations of interest. 
 
247/22/23 Home Group. The chair stated that a number of residents from Severn Acres had raised complaints 

regarding trouble from a small group of people. Police and ambulances were regularly in attendance 
and people wanted to know what could be done about it. CM said that nothing had been reported to 
them since 14th September.  
 
A number of people had been served warning letters that if there were further instances, they would be 
taking them to court to seek possession (evict them). They had no power to carry out police checks on 
people that were housed so had to take people on trust on their application and were limited on what 
they could find out about people beforehand. It was a drawn-out process to evict somebody but they 
relied on people to make reports to them. They should contact the main number and the details would 
be passed to their anti-social behaviour team who would also pass the information on to the local 
team. She said that they tried not to name people and would make the statements received anonymous. 
HE suggested that people keep diaries of incidents too. AW said that if a diary could be kept then it 
could just be sent through weekly or as convenient and CM agreed.  
 
JW said that he was sure that CM would have seen the video of the behaviour but she said that she had 
not. He said that the video had been sent to the police but the individual had not pressed charges 
which is perhaps why she had not received it. DB suggested that the footage is forwarded to the clerk 
for her to send to CM. 
 
CM said that it was still with their legal department but she believed that all the render would have to 
come off again. JW had heard that it would just be washed and treated with an antifungal treatment. 
CM said that had been tried in Cockermouth and had worked really well. The chair thanked CM for 
coming and keeping us updated. 

 
248/22/23 Public Participation: 

A member of the public said that the flooding down near the treatment works was a disgrace. United 
Utilities in a public meeting had said that they would clear the beck and put the paths in. The chair 
said that they were now denying the promises.  
 
A member of the public complained that there were now two caravans taking up the off-road parking 
places on Main Street. The clerk would submit a complaint to Copeland Borough Council. 
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A member of the public complained that two empty houses had been left as tips on Main Street and 
big rats could be seen. A third house was partly lived in but was in such a poor state that it would be a 
hazard to nearby residents in the event of a fire. The house and garden were also infested with vermin. 
The clerk would report to Environmental Health at Copeland Borough Council. The buildings 
themselves were also dangerous as guttering was falling off which would also be reported. 
 
A member of the public said that the smell from the treatment works was still bad. The clerk said that 
it was supposed to have been sorted by a new copper part. The clerk would write again to them. 
 

249/22/23 Reports from Ward or County Councillors or Guest Speakers.  
DB said that there was little to report as with the new unitary authority taking on more of the work, he 
had only been involved in the standards and ethics committee, which he was unable to discuss. 
 
The clerk read out a written report from Cllr G Troughton regarding a number of new appointments 
and arrangements for responsibility for various areas. Report published on the website alongside the 
minutes. 
 

250/22/23 Police Matters. The police had been invited to attend given the nature of the problems raised with 
Home Group, but had not been able to send a representative.  

 
251/22/23 Clerk’s Updates: 

 Football pitch/allotments/bowling green. These may be considered for a community asset transfer to 
the parish, although we would have to demonstrate how the areas would benefit the community and 
how we could afford to manage them. Forms would be forwarded to councillors who should bring 
ideas back to the next meeting for a decision. 

 Bus Shelter Ramsay Drive. The original person dealing with the licence at Home Group had left and 
handed nothing over, so the clerk was having to start again and issue all the original information for a 
second time. 

 Bus Shelter A595. Plans had been sent through but the clerk wasn’t sure whether this would now be 
better to wait until after the planned A595 roadworks had been completed. She would see how quickly 
it progressed. 

 Pelican Crossing A595. Highways had responded via Trudy Harrison to say that they were now 
conducting a new safety study and would report back early next year. How this would fit in with road 
closures was not clear. 

 United Utilities. The response to the enquiry regarding the establishment of new paths in place of the 
soil mounds had said that they had no records of any such agreement and asked the council to produce 
any records that we may have to substantiate this agreement. The clerk would look back through any 
hard copies that she may hold, but minutes that old were likely to now be archived. 

 Code of Conduct. A new code of conduct for Cumbria had been standardised for all councils and all 
parishes were expected to adopt this. This would be circulated for the council to adopt at the next 
meeting. 

 Councillor Vacancy. There had been no applications for the position so the clerk asked all members 
to encourage people to apply to join. 

 Remembrance Sunday. This year it falls on 13th November. The clerk would arrange the purchase of 
the wreath as usual. The chair would not be available to lay the wreath this year. The vice chair, HE 
was not sure yet if she would be available or not, so this would be discussed at the next meeting and a 
member appointed to represent the council if HE was unavailable. 

 Memorial for Queen Elizabeth II. The clerk asked if there would be an interest in establishing some 
sort of permanent memorial to her late majesty and asked councillors to bring ideas and feedback to 
the next meeting. AW said that she would like to give thanks to the chair and his wife who ensured 
that the flag was raised and lowered at the correct times throughout the period of mourning. All 
council members echoed her thanks. 

 King Charles III Coronation. The clerk said that the coronation had been confirmed for May 6th 
2023 and said that as budgets would need to be drafted in November for the following year, 
councillors should bring any suggestions for commemoration of the event to the next meeting. 

 War Memorial – Railing Painting. The contractor who had quoted had failed to make contact so 
new quotes would need to be obtained.  

 
252/22/23 Tidying of Beach Garden. HE had tried to tidy the garden but it was a difficult task without the 

correct tools. She requested the council agree to funding assistance from the Bennet Brothers to get it 
back to a manageable level. They had quoted £216 including VAT. Resolved to accept the quotation 
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from Bennett Brothers. 
 
253/22/23 Payments for Approval. Resolved to approve the listed payments. 
 

Cheque Payee Details Amount 
101383 J Coltman Salary (Aug-Oct) £847.01 
101384 HMRC PAYE £211.60 
101385 J Coltman Expenses £230.84 

 
254/22/23 Finance. The clerk confirmed that at 01/04/2022 the bank balance was £18,437.31. Income totalling 

£21,752.61 had been received. Expenditure since 1st April totalled £6980.58. The bank balance as of 
12th September 2022 was £33,209.34. The clerk would reverse an unpresented cheque so this would 
be the same as the book balance. JW queried that it had always been £8000 in the bank in previous 
years. The chair said that £8000 was the precept. The clerk explained that bank balance included 
money to spend on improvements that had not been done yet, like the bus shelter and play park 
equipment. The chair said that there may be a reduction next year and JW said that we should keep it 
as low as possible to keep people happy. The clerk said that it was a balance between keeping the 
precept low and providing what people wanted. If the football pitch was adopted, we would need to 
pay for the upkeep, goalposts etc. Resolved to accept the finance report. 

 
255/22/23 Planning Applications. None to consider 
 
256/22/23 Parish Councillor Matters. 

 RS said that he thought the newsletter previously mentioned should be reconsidered. HE said 
that she had dropped it before because it seemed to be too complicated and would cost too 
much. There was also the problem of distribution. A number of councillors volunteered to 
help with distribution 

 The chair raised the problem of people parking in the square. 
 
242/22/23 Date of next Council meeting. Resolved to revert to Wednesday meetings but to alternate 

between the village hall and the school. Next meeting Wednesday 9th November in the Village 
Hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.47pm 
Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
 
 
Chair Presiding................................................................................  Date............................................................. 
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