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PARTON PARISH MEETING 
 

Minutes of The Annual Parish Meeting  
Held on 18th May 2022 at 7.00pm in Parton Village Hall 

 
Attendees: 12 in total including the chair and clerk. 
 
Chair: Councillor Steve Tumelty, Clerk: Mrs J Coltman. 
 
01-APM22 7.00pm the Chair thanked everybody for attending and said that the council would do 
what it could to bring people’s ideas to fruition and hoped that we could all work together for the 
good of the community. 
  
02-APM22 To approve the minutes of the last Parish Meeting held on 28th April 2021. 

Resolved: To approve the draft minutes. 
 
03-APM22 Chairman’s Report, Parton Parish Council. The Chair read out his annual report 

which is appended below. 
 
04-APM22 Questions. The Chair asked if there were any questions about matters raised in his 

report, but there were none. 
 
05-APM22 Parton Village Hall. The Chair read out the report from Parton Village Hall. It is 

appended below. 
 

A member of the public asked who had the deeds for the village hall. The Chair said that he 
imagined they would be with the trustees. The member of the public said “we should be the 
trustees” and the Chair said that the trustees of the charity are Chris Shaw, Benny Quayle 
and Stan Peel. The member of the public asked why it was those people because residents 
had bought the hall and handed it to the people of the village. They got a mortgage for it and 
paid for it, so somebody should have all the papers. The Chair said that he would look into it 
and let them know where they were. 
 

 06-APM22 Mary Jackson Trust. Lee McKee said that he had asked for a report but the Chair 
was away and the only information sent to him was “8 treasurers now, from Parton and 
Moresby, I think 103 widows.” Mel Ryden said that a payment had been made just before 
Christmas which she thinks was around £30. 

 
07-APM22 Matters from members of the public. 

 Mel Ryden updated that the latest from the school was that tests on the hill were 
continuing, they were nearly half way through the sampling and they still expected to 
reopen in September. The school also got a good Ofsted report. 

 Tracey Tumelty asked about the goal posts on the football pitch. She said that they 
were rusty and dangerous. The clerk said that the land belongs to Copeland Borough 
Council and she has asked them to remove the goalposts but nothing has been done. 
Helen Elliott suggested that people inundate Copeland with reports and complaints 
about them which may get something done. The clerk would chase them on a matter 
of safety, but would also look into taking over the football field as a community asset 
if Copeland were willing to sign it over as they had agreed to in the past. The Chair 
said that the old bowling green would be in a similar position.  
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 Tracey Tumelty asked if the grass in The Square would be cut for the jubilee and 
Anne Watson said that it had been cut recently and was cut very regularly.  

 Billy Morton asked if any work was being done on the memorial garden. Helen 
Elliott asked if the people that planted the war memorial could also be asked to tend 
that area. She said that she had cleared it last year with some neighbours, but it was 
starting to look a mess again. Anne Watson asked when all the ornaments would be 
removed but the clerk said that the bench owners had not been written to yet as we 
didn’t know who they were and she suggested that she word a letter that could be 
placed on the bench asking them to keep it clear.  

 A member of the public asked who cuts the grass on the path from the A595 to the 
church and the Chair said that it was shared between Parton and Lowca councils and 
agreed it was ready to be done. Tracey Tumelty said that the fence needed putting 
back up too, but the clerk said that we were unable to do that as we had no written 
agreement for use of the path and until that was sorted, we couldn’t spend any money 
on replacing it. A member of the public said that they thought that the land had been 
gifted, but the clerk said that it was only a permissory right of way and nothing had 
been confirmed in writing. Because of the potential costs of new fencing, neither 
council was prepared to pay towards this until an agreement had been given in 
writing that the path could continue to be used for a significant number of years. At 
the moment, as things stood, even if the council paid for a new fence, there is 
nothing to stop the landowner closing the path off the following day. 

 Lee McKee said that if there was paint available, he could paint the walls around the 
war memorial before the Jubilee. He was thanked for offering, but the worst could be 
covered with bunting and it was thought best to wait until the railings were done.  

 A member of the public suggested that the council buy the Station pub as a 
community hub. It was thought to be a big initial outlay. A member of the public said 
that there was a lot of damp upstairs. Somebody suggested that it could be a shop as 
well as a pub and post office. They asked if there was funding for something like this 
and the clerk said that she had forwarded a pack to Anne Watson which may contain 
information. Anne would look at it and bring ideas to the next meeting. 

 
 The Chair thanked everybody for coming and for their input. 
 
 The meeting closed at 7.36pm 
 
   Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
 
Chair Presiding......................................................................Date.......................................................... 
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APPENDIX A 

Parton Parish Council 
Chair’s Report to the Annual Parish  

Meeting 18th May 2022 
  

Introduction 
I would like to thank everyone for coming this evening and participating in this Parish Meeting. It’s 
great to see the residents get together and discuss their ideas to help improve the village. As a 
Parish Council we will do what we can to help bring those ideas to fruition, and hopefully we can all 
work together alongside each other for the good of the community. 
 
Members 
I would like to welcome our newest members to the Council, Kevin Young and Anne Watson, and 
thank those others who have been with us for the rest of the year, Andy Armstrong, Helen Elliott, 
Lee Mckee, Billy Morton, Maisie Rogan, Mel Ryden, Roy Sinar and Jolo Williamson.   
 
Ward and County Councillors 
I would like to express thanks to our ward and county councillors, with a special mention to Coun-
cillor Dave Banks for his commitment to the community and all the hard work he has put in on our 
behalf. His regular attendance is admirable, even managing to turn up on days that we didn’t have 
a meeting. 
 
Current Matters 
Bus Shelter: 

The Council has received grant funding towards a new bus shelter on Ramsey Drive. It is 
going to be on an area of Home Group’s land, and we are just waiting for the official paper-
work to be completed by them so that we can begin installation of the concrete base. 

Litter Bins: 
Councillor volunteers now empty the bins in the play park and the one on the foreshore, 
which is emptied into the larger wheeled bin, which is then collected by a licensed operator. 
This is saving around 60% off the cost of the refuse collection. 

War Memorial: 
 The Council has received initial approval for grant funding towards getting the memorial 
cleaned and the railings cleaned back to bare metal and repainted. We are looking to get 
quotes for the work to take this forward. 

Landslip: 
The initial fear of the imminent possibility of the hill plummeting into the school and nearby 
homes thankfully turned out to be a false alarm. Nonetheless, out of an abundance of cau-
tion the school still remains evacuated while more extensive tests are carried out. Any in-
formation that the Council receives will be passed on, but usually the school gets the word 
out to parents before we hear anything. 

Play Park: 
The bark was topped up last year and we are checking how far it settles to see if we need 
another top-up this year. The boards that retain the bark may also need to be replaced and 
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all of the equipment is being checked for any repairs required or possible replacement. 
Thanks are due to all the people that turned out to help with laying of the bark and getting 
it all sorted. It was a couple of days of hard work and their help was invaluable.  

 
Community Item Expenditure 
It was the centenary of the war memorial in November and we were delighted to see such a won-
derful turnout for the remembrance service. The gardens had been freshly planted and the walls 
painted ready for the event. Afterwards in the village hall volunteers had provided a buffet and 
refreshments and the Council paid for Cindy Hoten, The Lakes Sweetheart, to complete the atmos-
phere with her rendition of some of the war time favourites. 
 
Donations & Grants 
The following donations and grants were made to local good causes. 

 Paper Cutter for the school  £54 
 OAP Xmas Party   £150 
 Childrens’ Xmas Gifts   £143 

 
Financial 
At the start of 2021 the Council held reserves of £9974.42. With a properly costed budget being 
voted upon, a precept of £13348 was requested to achieve everything that we had hoped to do, 
which was the same as the year before. With the grant money coming in for the bus shelter and 
the start of that project delayed, as well as the work on the war memorial not being started, that 
meant that we had very healthy reserves at the end of the year of £24906. Once the projects start 
that money will be reduced though. 
 
Future Plans 
With the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee just around the corner, the Council budgeted for a spend of up 
to £3000 for celebration and commemoration of the event. Three community volunteers, Claire, 
Tracey and Natalie have worked hard to organise events for the village and others are looking to 
create a space where a feature tree can be planted in honour of the event. 
 
As previously mentioned, the bus shelter, war memorial and play park are all on the list matters in 
hand for this year.  
 
Stephen Tumelty 
Chair, Parton Parish Council 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Parton Village Hall 
 

Report to the Annual Parish Meeting 
 May 2022 

 
1 The management committee consists of David Roberts, Steve Tumelty, Chris Shaw, Sharon Rogan 
Stan Peel, Billy Morton, Louise Musson and Tracey Tumelty. Clare Cope has joined the committee 
and attended the last meeting. Chris Shaw, Benny Qualyle and Stan Peel continue as trustees of the 
charity. The committee have met on a regular basis through the year unlike 2020/2021 when due 
to the pandemic the hall was closed for weeks on end. David Roberts chairs the committee with 
secretarial and booking duties shared by Tracey and Louise. Chris continues as treasurer 
 
 2 The receipts and payments summary at 31st December2020 and at 31st December 2021 are shown 
at the foot of the report. Income over the last two years has seen an increase due the the Covid 
related hospitality grants that have been claimed. In total the grants from April 2020 to April 2021 
amounted to £28636.00  
 
3. Rent income amounted to £8266 over the period from the beginning of 2020 to the end of 2021 
and in the year to date continues to be healthy 
 
4 A dance class used the village hall for most of each Friday and Saturday in the school term. This 
income is received on a regular basis but classes have not been as frequent as in earlier years. 
 
5 The Friendship group did not return following the lock down but other groups and on-off parties 
have ensured that the hall continues to be used most days and evenings with the line dancers in the 
hall each week 
 
 6. Utility bills remain the major regular expenditure and are increasing with more use of the hall. 
The telephone company was changed to Plus Net from Talk Talk and is paid the direct order 
 
7 Every effort has been made to collect rent from boat owners and a number of boats have been 
disposed as scrap 
 
8 The money received from the grants has been put to good us with redecoration of the hall and 
substantial electric and joinery work being completed.   
 
 
9 The hall is a real asset for the community and a vibrant and active management committee con-
tinues to ensure it remains so but the rent will have to be increased at some point in 2022 to balance 
the books with a separate charge of a nominal amount for use of the kitchen 
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 The item on the parish meeting will meet te requirements for a general meeting and the audited 
income and expenditure forues will now be submitted to te charity commission 
 
 
J C Shaw May 2022 
 
Year 2020 
 
Brought forward 1st January 2020  £6244.81 
Income     £15136.46 
      £21381.27 
Expenditure     £7460.12 
Carried Forward 31st December 2020 £13921.15 
 
Bank Statement at 31st December 2020 £14049.81 
Less outstanding cheques    £128.66 
 
Balance carried forward   £13921.15 
 
Year 2021 
Brought forward 1st January 2021  £13921.15 
Income      £22563.71 
      £36484.86 
Expenditure     £10202.18 
Carried Forward 31st December 2021  £26282.68 
 
Bank statement at 31st December 2021 £26399.08 
Plus outstanding credit   £110.00 
      £26509.08 
Less outstanding cheques    £226.40 
Balance carried forward    £26282.68 
 
 


