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Parton Parish Council 
 

Minutes of The Council Meeting 
Held on 9th March 2022 at 7.30pm in Parton Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllr S Tumelty (Chair), Cllr A Armstrong, Cllr H Elliott, Cllr L McKee, Cllr W Morton, Cllr M Ryden, Cllr R 
Sinar, Cllr A Watson, Cllr K Young, Ward Councillor D Banks. 
Clerk: Mrs J Coltman 
Members of the public:  3 
Invited but did not attend: Ward Councillor J Bowman, County Councillor M Barbour.  
 
The chair thanked everyone for attending and started the meeting at 7.30pm. 
 
143/2021/22 Approval of Minutes from the meeting, 12th January 2022. Resolved to approve the minutes. 
Proposed KY Seconded AA. Carried. 
 
144/2021/22 Apologies. Apologies were received from Councillor Rogan due to work commitments and 
Councillor Williamson who had domestic matters to attend to. Resolved that apologies be accepted and absences 
approved. Carried 
 
145/2021/22 Exclusion of Press and Public. The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. There were 
no items that needed to be heard in private.  
 
146/2021/22 Declarations of Interest. There were no declarations of interest. 
 
147/2021/22 Public Participation. There were no questions from members of the public. 

 
148/2021/22 Co-option of Councillor. Councillor Watson read and signed the declaration of office, countersigned 
by the clerk, then took her seat.  
  
149/2021/22 Police Matters. A printout of the latest crime report had been circulated which showed 9 incidents 
during December. The PCSO had emailed to say there was nothing of note. They had walked around the area a few 
times and had met residents and nothing had been raised with them. 
 
150/2021/22  Clerk’s Updates. 

Bus Shelter – A595 The clerk had still had no response from The Highways Agency, so had now submitted the 
question as a freedom of information request to force a response.  

Bus Shelter – Ramsey Drive The quotes for solicitors to look at the lease were much higher than expected. DB 
had put the clerk in contact with the legal department at Copeland who had suggested that this was because they had 
done this as a lease rather than a licence. The clerk has suggested to Home Group that they change the wording to a 
licence to reduce legal costs. The grant had been approved and the form signed and returned. 

 Bank. The clerk had written to the CEO of HSBC along with many other Parish Councils as part of a Sunday 
Times campaign against the introduction of the charges on community accounts. She had received an acknowledgement 
of receipt of the email. 

Letter to Trudy Harrison Regarding A595 Traffic Issues. There had been a reply from the Divisional Director 
of National Highways. They said that when they looked at road improvements it appeared that it would be a bigger job 
than first thought, the safety record for this area was better than many (no accidents causing injury from 01/01/2017 to 
01/01/2022) so they could not justify the spend. They had considered traffic lights but thought the cost to delaying 
traffic outweighed the benefit to those exiting the junction. They also feared rear end shunts with traffic lights, but they 
would continue to monitor. The clerk said that she had looked at the Copeland Local Plan, and although it talks about an 
A595 relief road, it also said that there was no funding for this in the National Highways budget, so that didn’t sound 
hopeful.  

St Bridget’s Footpath The clerk had written to the landowner asking them to enter into negotiations with Parton 
and Lowca Parish Councils so that an agreement over maintenance could be made. No written agreement could be 
found and the landowner had not been able to provide one, so it was proposed to draft a new agreement so that all 
parties had a clear record of what was agreed for the future. Lowca PC had already discussed the matter and they felt 
that there needed to be a clear agreement that permission for the path would be given for a number of years before any 
investment could be made in the fence.  

Foul Water Discharge. The discharge reported in December by the slipway had been looked at but nothing 
could be found. The one reported in January near Queenies had been looked at by Copeland BC who said that it was not 
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a matter for them. They said that it had previously been sampled by the environment agency and was mine water getting 
into the watercourse. They had notified Network Rail of the need to keep the outfall clear. 

Path up the embankment to the railway station. The clerk had received an enquiry from a member of the public 
asking if a path could be made up the embankment on the Whitehaven side to give access to the platform for people 
with mobility issues. The clerk suspects that this is most likely a Network Rail issue but has asked for a grid reference 
so that they can confirm the location. 

ICO Complaint. A complaint had been made to the Information Commissioner’s Office about the Council and 
6 points had been raised. The ICO’s decision was that the first and sixth item of complaint were linked and that the 
Council had not complied in this regard. The Council should have informed the complainant that their data would be 
retained for a different purpose and how long for.  

For the other complaints they found that the Council had a legitimate reason for retaining the complainant’s 
data, which had been explained to them, had responded correctly to their Subject Access Request, and had kept the data 
securely, so had complied in all these matters.  

There was a complaint about draft minutes being amended, which is not within the remit of the ICO, but they 
commented that the minutes had been clearly marked as draft, a member of the public had raised a query over one item 
which had then been corrected and the transparency code says that “publication should be used to help address any 
imperfections and deficiencies”.  

The complainant had said that they believed that offences had been committed, but the ICO said there was no 
supporting evidence for this. 

The ICO said that the Council should have a process in place for notifying people if they are retaining their 
information for a different purpose and how long for. The clerk will now write up instructions to be held on file which 
explain this process. 

Appeal against a Council decision. An appeal against the Council’s decision 141/2021/22 had been received. 
The subject of this decision had requested details of how the Council had reached their decision, with examples of 
where their behaviour had been considered unacceptable, so that they may send a detailed appeal. The clerk has 
acknowledged the request and will respond as soon as possible. 

Resolved to accept the Clerk’s report. Carried 
 

151/2021/22 Reports from Ward or County Councillors. Councillor Banks said that not much was happening 
other than the preparations for the new authority. Everything else was in abeyance. 
 
152/2021/22 Queen’s Jubilee Organising Group. Everybody from Parton who was interested in organising 
something for the Queen’s Jubilee had been invited to attend and join. The Chair said that he was very disappointed that 
only three people had turned up. He asked if any people from the Council would be willing to help and HE, AW and RS 
agreed to help where they could. 
   
153/2021/22 Queen’s Jubilee Finance Committee.  Councillors HE, AW, LM, RS agreed to form the Committee, 
to oversee the budget and authorise purchases. The clerk said that the Committee could meet as often as they liked, but 
they would still have to put a notice up of when they were meeting. HE and AW were given authority to make minor 
purchases up to £50 between meetings. The clerk asked them to ensure they kept any receipts. The Chair explained that 
up to £50 AW or HE could make the purchase, but over £50, they would need to get the LM and RS involved. A 
member of the public asked if it would then have to go through the clerk and the clerk confirmed that the Committee 
would ask her to order or purchase items over £50 and the Council would be billed for it. Resolved to delegate 
authority to spend within the agreed terms. 
 
154/2021/22 Grants Policy Review. The draft policy simplified the application form and removed the cap of £150 
for awards. Resolved: To adopt the new policy. 
 
155/2021/22  Memorial Bench Application. An application had been received to place a bench within the garden. 
There was only one space left which the clerk identified to the Council. A number of Councillors stated that there are a 
lot of benches within the garden but it’s impossible to sit on them because they are covered with flowers. The Chair said 
that new benches being given permission are being told that they must be kept clear now there is a policy and 
application process. HE said the policy needed sending out again, but the clerk explained that nothing was in place 
when the garden first opened. MR said that it had only ever been intended for a plaque on the bench and even if there 
had been nothing at the time, it needed to be rectified. RS asked where the bench had come from near the sewage 
works. KY said that it appears to be from the same project that has put all new benches in Whitehaven market. The 
Chair suggested that we write and ask Copeland to relocate it as nobody would want to sit next to the smell of the 
sewage works. Resolved to approve the application. 
 
156/2021/22 Change of Meeting Dates. Due to the village hall not being available for Wednesdays, it was 
proposed to change to the second Tuesdays of the month instead. Tuesdays presented a problem for some members, but 
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Mondays presented a problem for others. It was suggested it may be possible to use the school after they reopen in 
September and change back to Wednesdays, but this was needed in the meantime. Resolved to change to meeting on 
the second Tuesday of the month. 
 
157/2021/22 Open Space Amenity – Firth View KY has been asked about creating a seating/picnic area in the 
area where the benches had been removed from Firth View. He suggested this could be an opportunity to clear the top of 
the Ghyll and perhaps the memorial wall that was on the agenda could be incorporated in this area. AW said that there 
was already a memorial wall in the churchyard and MR said that’s where it should be and it’s a shame that our beach 
garden was never intended to be like that. The clerk had emailed Home Group and had asked if they had any plans to 
replace the benches but was waiting for a reply.  
 
158/2021/22 Tree Planting Councillor Williamson wasn’t at the meeting to present this item. HE had £150 funding 
for planting trees but we needed to know where they could be put.  
 
159/2021/22 Memorial Wall The clerk had received an email from a member of the public asking for a memorial 
wall and asked for councillors’ views, if this was an item they wished to consider. AW said there was a memorial wall in 
the churchyard. AA said it would link well with the amenity area that Kevin had mentioned. The Chair asked how this 
would work and AW said that there was one in Trinity gardens and people got permission to put a plaque on the wall. 
The clerk said that the Council would have to consider the cost of building and maintaining the wall and what they 
would charge for people to put a plaque up. There was a proposal to link this item with the Firth View amenity area to 
bring back to a future meeting. Resolved to discuss Memorial Wall & Firth View Amenity Area together at a future 
meeting. 
 
160/2021/22 Payments for Approval The new signatories had not been added to the account so the Chair proposed 
that financial regulation 6.4 be suspended for the meeting to allow the clerk to be the second signatory for the cheques. 
Seconded KY. Resolved to suspend the regulation for this meeting. Resolved to approve the listed payments. 
 

Cheque Payee Details Amount 
101352 Parton Village Hall Meeting room rental £100.00 
101353 J Coltman Salary (4 Months) £806.40 
101354 HMRC PAYE on salary £201.60 
101355 J Coltman Expenses (4 months) £272.92 
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161/2021/22 Finance. The clerk explained the finance report which was agreed against the ledger. Resolved to 
accept the finance report 
  

 
 
 
162/2021/22 Planning Applications. An application had been received for 5 Moresby Terrace, Parton. There were 
no objections Resolved to offer no objections.  
  
163/2021/22 Parish Councillor Matters. 

 KY had spoken to a neighbour on Criffel Road who said that the garages were going to be demolished 
to make parking. He had also received a letter to say that double yellow lines were going to be painted 
along the junction with Ramsay Drive.  

 AW said that people had raised about how there is a car now parked behind the caravan in the 
throughway at the side of the village hall, with a car parked almost opposite. This makes it very 
difficult for vehicles to get through. The Chair said that it was a public road and if the car was not 
parked illegally then nothing could be done about it. AW said that it was the other car that was causing 
the most problems because it was blocking a footpath and people walking along the pavement on that 
side have to step out into the road to go around it. The clerk would check to see who owned the land, 
if this was a Highways or private issue. 

 WM said that we still needed a pelican crossing on the main road and asked the clerk to write back to 
Trudy Harrison and ask for this. AA said he disputed the claim that there had been no injuries as he’d 
seen people taken away in ambulances. The clerk said that they also needed to do a new risk 
assessment because the school bus no longer went through the village and children were having to 
cross the road to catch it.  

 WM said that he would give a grant request form to the Parton Old Folks for them to submit. 
 WM asked if the Council should make a donation to the Ukraine appeal, but the clerk said that she 

was certain that wasn’t within the Council’s powers, but would double-check. WM asked if we could 
do something as a group; organise a collection or something and the clerk said that would be possible, 
it was just spending of precept money that wasn’t allowed, we could do fundraising events. 

 WM said there were 2 lights from the bottom of Parton Hill to the corner that were out but had no 
numbers on. 

 AA said that he would send the playground inspection sheet to the clerk so that it could be transferred 
onto letterhead paper.  
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142/2021/22 Date of next meeting confirmed as 12th April 2022. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.39pm 
Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
 
 
Chair Presiding................................................................................  Date............................................................. 
 
 

 
 


