
11. Clarification 
 

Some garage tenants have said that the wording of the terms and conditions of tenancy are 
not clear. They claim that it implies an automatic right to transfer their garage tenancy to 
anybody they choose. 

This was never the aim of the agreement, since the council must always have the right to 
accept or reject an application for tenancy. The council also needs to be seen to grant the 
tenancies fairly and transparently, without favour or prejudice. Criticism had been levied 
against the council previously, since there was no way to apply for, or put your name down 
for, a garage plot. It was with all these failings in mind that the council took the decision to 
introduce the agreement and application form. A waiting list was started in October 2020. 

As we know the intention of the agreement, we need to consider if the wording conveys the 
meaning adequately or if it requires clarification. I attach the agreement and application 
form and have highlighted key phrases that I believe conveys the intent clearly. 

“APPLY” (thereby “APPLICATION”). The Oxford English Dictionary definition of APPLY is: to 
make a formal request, usually in writing, for something such as a job, a loan, permission for 
something, a place at a university, etc.  
From this definition we can see that it is a request. There is no guarantee of acceptance, 
indeed had it been an automatic right it would have been worded as “NOTIFY” and 
“NOTIFICATION”.   
 
“PROPOSED” The Oxford English Dictionary definition of PROPOSE is: to suggest a plan, an 
idea, etc. for people to think about and decide on.  
From this definition we can see that the inclusion of this word indicates that it is not 
confirmed and is subject to a decision. 
 
The tenants have said that they did not know that there was a waiting list. This may be 
correct, but does not change the meaning and definition of the agreement. There is no 
indication of an automatic right to pass a tenancy on to a person of their own choice; it is 
clearly an application process. 
 
I do not believe that any change to the wording is necessary. 
  
 


