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DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Parton Parish Council 
 

Minutes of The Annual Council Meeting 
Held on 10th May 2022 at 7.30pm in Parton Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllr S Tumelty (Chair), Cllr L McKee, Cllr W Morton, Cllr M Ryden, Cllr R Sinar, Cllr A Watson, Ward 
councillor D Banks 
Absent: Cllr M Rogan, Cllr J Williamson, Cllr K Young. (Cllr Young emailed apologies during the course of the 
meeting) 
Clerk: Mrs J Coltman 
Members of the public: 4 
Invited but did not attend: Ward Councillor J Bowman, Cumberland Councillor G Troughton, County Councillor M 
Barbour.  
 
The chair thanked everyone for attending and started the meeting at 7.30pm. 
 
183/22/23 Election of Chair.  ST was nominated by AW and seconded by RS. Resolved to elect ST to the 

office of chair.  
 
184/22/23 ST read out the declaration of acceptance of office and signed the form, witnessed by JC. 
 
185/22/23 Election of Vice Chair. HE was nominated by WM and seconded by RS. Resolved to elect HE to the 

office of vice chair. 
 
186/22/23 Apologies. Apologies were received from Councillors Elliott and Armstrong due to work 

commitments. Resolved that apologies be accepted and absences approved. Proposed AW, 
seconded WM.  

 
187/22/23 To approve the minutes of the last Parton Parish Council Meeting held on 12/04/2022. Resolved to 

approve the minutes. Proposed WM, seconded RS. 
 
188/22/23 Exclusion of Press and Public. The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. There were 

no items that needed to be heard in private.  
 
189/22/23 Declarations of Interest, annual review. There were no amendments to the declarations of interest. 
 
190/22/23 Annual review of: 

i) Either a Review of the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations will be proposed or the 
current Standing Orders and Financial Regulations will remain in force; Resolved to accept the 
current standing orders and Financial Regulations 

ii) A review of representation on, or work with external bodies and arrangements for reporting back; 
Resolved to maintain existing arrangements. 

iii)  A review of inventory of land and assets including buildings and office equipment; Resolved the 
Asset register is on the website and all councillors were advised to review it and raise any 
queries with the clerk. 

iv)  Arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks; Resolved to accept existing levels of 
cover. 

v)  A review of the Council’s and/or staff subscriptions to other bodies; Resolved to continue the CALC 
subscription.  

vi)  A review of the Council’s complaints procedure Resolved to keep the existing complaints 
procedure. 

vii)  A review of the Council’s policy for handling requests made under the Freedom of information Act 
and Data Protection Act Resolved to keep the current policy 

viii)  A review of the Council’s policy for dealing with the press/media; Resolved to keep the existing 
policy. 

ix) Determining the time and place of ordinary meetings of the full Council up to and including the next 
annual meeting of full Council. Resolved to continue with the second Tuesday of the month until 
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the school returned in September, when it would be reviewed. 
191/22/23 Public Participation.  

 A member of the public complained about the smell from the water treatment works. The 
clerk read out a response from United Utilities that confirmed that they were waiting for a 
specialist part to be delivered. They had a confirmed delivery date of 16th May for this part. 
This would need to be fitted, but in the meantime, they were keeping sludge levels low in 
order to prevent excess odour. 

 The member of the public complained that United Utilities had piled up the soil to the outside 
of the beck when the plant was built. They had promised that it would be tarmacked with 
paths leading to the beach, but this has never happened. He said that it was an eyesore. The 
clerk would write to UU to ask about a completion date for the work and to raise the 
issue of the mound of soil. 

 The member of the public asked about dogs being out of control on the beach. He said that 
people just allowed their dogs to get out of their vehicles without putting them on a lead and 
a member of the public had had their dog attacked. The clerk said that she would look up 
to see what dog restriction notices were in force in the village. The chair said that some 
people turned up with half a dozen dogs and just let them out of a van without leads. He said 
that people with dog walking businesses let a number of dogs run free and he did not believe 
that they would be clearing up after all of them. 

 A member of the public said that a pathway by long arch was damaged. The chair said that 
some of this had been washed away and the clerk said that we would have to check 
ownership. 

 
192/22/23 Reports from Ward or County Councillors or Guest Speakers.  

DB said that he did not have a lot to report as most work was now in support of the new authority. 
This would run as a shadow authority for the next 12 months. He said that Copeland were due to face 
some serious criticism form the external auditors in relation to their handling of the budget for the last 
three years.  

  
193/22/23 Police Matters. A printout of the latest crime map had been circulated.  
 
194/22/23 Planning. There were no planning applications. 
 
195/22/23 To receive the internal auditor’s report. Resolved to accept the report. Proposed WM, seconded 

AW 
 
196/22/23 The Annual Governance Statement. The clerk read through the questions on the statement and the 

council agreed with each one. Resolved to agree the governance statement. 
 
197/22/23 The Accounting Statements. Resolved to approve the accounting statements. 
 
198/22/23 The Certificate of Exemption. Resolved to confirm the certificate of exemption. 
 
199/22/23 To Appoint the Internal Auditor for 2022-2023. Resolved to appoint Jean Airey to continue to do 

the internal audit. 
 
200/22/23 Grant Request – Parton Old Folks Fund. Resolved to award a grant of £300. 
 
201/22/23 Playpark Maintenance. The clerk said that Councillor Williamson had suggested that the play park 

needed some work, greasing, painting etc. The clerk said that there were funds in the budget to cover 
this if people wanted to volunteer to help out. AW said that a sign needed replacing advising of age 
limits. ST asked if AA was carrying out the checks and the clerk said that she needed to forward the 
inspection forms to him. 

 
202/22/23 21-22 NJC Salary Award. The clerk was also due an annual review which ST would arrange. 

Resolved to accept the pay award. 
 
203/22/23  Clerk’s Updates. 

Loss of Bus Service. Following a report that the bus service was going to be discontinued, the clerk 
had written to Cumbria County Council and Stagecoach. She had received a response from CCC to 
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say that they were not aware of any planned changes to the service, but if Stagecoach did say that they 
couldn’t continue to run the service, then CCC would put this out to tender. 
Bus Shelter – Ramsey Drive Home Group had still not issued the licence or responded to emails. 
Bus Shelter – A595. National Highways had still not responded. 
Water treatment odour Had already been covered. 
St Bridget’s Footpath The clerk at Lowca had spoken with Chris Shaw who had relayed some of the 
history.  

 
204/22/23 Payments for Approval The new signatories had not been added to the account so the Chair proposed 

that financial regulation 6.4 be suspended for the meeting to allow the clerk to be the second signatory 
for the cheques.  Resolved to suspend the regulation for this meeting. Resolved to approve the 
listed payments. 

Cheque Payee Details Amount 

101357 Jean Airey Internal Auditor £50.00 

101358 CALC Annual Subscription £224.13 

101359 J Coltman Salary £364.47 

101360 HMRC PAYE Tax £91.00 

101361 J Coltman Expenses £134.82 

101362 Paul Graham (Ace 
Scaffolding) 

Events – Jubilee Stage £350.00 

101363 Jake McNicholas Events – Jubilee Singer £150.00 

101364 Douglas Paterson Events – Jubilee Children’s 
entertainer 

£425.00 

101365 Lowca PC Maintenance – Last year’s 
emergency grass cut  

£137.50 

101366 WF Cascade Refuse Bags £14.09 

101367 Parton Old Folks S137 Grant £300.00 

 
  
205/22/23 Finance. The latest finance figures had been included in the annual accounting statements 
 
206/22/23 Parish Councillor Matters. 

 AW said that a lot of people were complaining about the car being parked in School Terrace 
as it was blocking the footpath and people were having to walk in the road to get round it. It 
was especially difficult for people with mobility scooters or parents with pushchairs. The 
clerk would follow this up with CCC to check ownership of the land. AW said that a trailer 
had also been parked on the grass now and they had put flagstones on the grass so that they 
could leave it there. 

 LM asked if there was any update on the railings for the memorial. The clerk said that they 
needed to put in the grant application and would not do before the new financial year as they 
had received a grant for the bus shelter in the previous year and did not want to take the 
turnover above £25,000 as that would affect the audit requirements.  

 ST asked if we had heard anything from the groundworks team at Haverigg. The clerk said 
that they were waiting for us to give them a list. ST said that the football field could do with 
some work before the jubilee. AW suggested using the sandbags that were laying around to 
fill any potholes. ST said there was a lot of litter but we would probably have to do it 
ourselves.  

 
207/22/23 Date of next Council meeting confirmed as 14th June 2022, with the Annual Parish Meeting on 

Wednesday 18th May.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.09pm 
Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 
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Chair Presiding................................................................................  Date............................................................. 
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