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Parton Parish Council 
 

Minutes of The Council Meeting 
Held on 12th January 2022 at 7.30pm in Parton Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllr A Armstrong, Cllr L McKee, Cllr W Morton, Cllr M Rogan, Cllr J Williamson, Cllr K Young, Ward 
Councillor D Banks. 
Clerk: Mrs J Coltman 
Members of the public:  0 
Absent: Cllr M Ryden 
Invited but did not attend: Ward Councillor J Bowman, County Councillor M Barbour.  
 
The Clerk explained that both the chair and vice chair had sent apologies, so the Council needed to elect somebody to 
chair the meeting for this evening. Kevin Young was proposed by AA and seconded by MR, carried. Resolved that 
Kevin Young chair the meeting. 
 
The chair thanked everyone for attending and started the meeting at 7.34pm. 
 
125/2021/22 Approval of Minutes from the meeting, 8th December 2021. Resolved to approve the minutes. 
Proposed AA Seconded WM. Carried. 
 
126/2021/22 Apologies. Apologies were received from Councillor Elliott due to being unwell, Councillor Sinar, 
who had family commitments and Councillor Tumelty, who was on holiday. Resolved that apologies be accepted and 
absences approved. Proposed JW, seconded AA. Carried 
 
127/2021/22 Exclusion of Press and Public. The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. The chair 
said item 16 may result in a member of the public being named, so for data protection would need to be heard after 
exclusion of the press and public. Resolved that the press and public be excluded for item 12 and it be heard at the 
end of the meeting. Proposed WM. Seconded LM, carried.  
 
128/2021/22 Declarations of Interest. There were no declarations of interest. 
 
129/2021/22 Public Participation. There were no members of the public present. 

 
130/2021/22  Reports from Ward or County Councillors. Cllr Banks said that the final draft of the local plan 
should be received shortly and it was open for response until the end of February. The Local government reorganisation 
has meant that the way the areas were now going to be divided, there would only be 42 councillors to cover from 
Carlisle to Millom, whereas Copeland currently have 33. There would be a much greater workload for the councillors 
because of that and a number of councillors had decided that they would not stand for election, including himself. 
Copeland, Allerdale and Cumbria County Councils all had outstanding debts and these would have to be picked up by 
the new unitary authority. There would be a local committee, but numbers would be greatly reduced. The chair said that 
it was important to check the local plan to ensure that the football field was still listed as recreational land.  
 The chair said that it was unfortunate that Cllr Barbour was not present as he had been asked about the landslip 
and the school reopening and had hoped he would have been able to give an update. 
 
131/2021/22 Police Matters. A printout of the latest crime report had been circulated which showed 4 incidents 
during November. The PCSO had emailed to say there was nothing of note to affect the parish. 
 
132/2021/22  Clerk’s Updates. 

School Bus Letter A letter had been sent to the head teacher, M&I Travel and CCC to explain the problem 
raised at the last meeting. Only the head had responded but as the clerk had received no further complaints, they hoped 
the issue was now resolved. 

Bus Shelter – A595 The clerk was still waiting to hear back from The Highways Agency as there was still 
uncertainty over who owned the original shelter and land.  

Bus Shelter – Ramsey Drive Home Group had now given permission for the shelter to be erected, but they 
asked for Parton PC to cover their surveyor and legal costs, which came to around £600. The clerk said that it may be 
advisable to also engage a solicitor to check the lease agreement, but that would hopefully cost no more than a couple of 
hundred pounds. The clerk hoped that some of this money may be covered by the grant funding. Home Group were 
charging a peppercorn rent, but there was a condition that if people were gathering in the shelter after 6pm and causing 



25 

a nuisance, Home Group could give the Council 1 month’s notice to remove the shelter. Resolved to accept the 
agreement subject to it being checked by our own solicitor. Clerk authorised to engage after seeking best value.  

 Bus Shelter – Criffel Road The bus shelter has been vandalised again. There seems little point in repairing 
since it is not currently being used and if it is moved in the future there is a risk of damage anyway. WM asked if this 
was going to be moved to the A595, but the clerk said that they would apply for a grant to buy an anti-vandal shelter for 
that location. If the bus route does not get restored along Criffel Road then other locations could be considered for this 
one. 

Bank. The clerk continued to look for alternative providers as they were now monthly charges from HSBC, but 
very few other banks were opening new community accounts. 

Dropped Kerbs on Criffel Road. There was good news. British Gas Network had cleared the area to be used by 
vehicles. CCC had agreed they would still fund the work, but this would have to be in the new tax year from April. 
Home Group were to chase CCC in March.  

Letter to Trudy Harrison Regarding A595 Traffic Issues. Mrs Harrison had written to the Department of 
Transport asking them to look into the matter and she would come back to us once she had received a response. 

Foul Water Discharge. The problem raised at the last meeting had been reported but no reply had been received 
to date. 

Outstanding Issues. The clerk was still working on the play park checklist and would pass that over to AA once 
completed. 

LM asked if there was any progress on the war memorial railings and the clerk said that we needed to get more 
quotes in order to apply for the grant. He said that painting the walls was a waste of time until the railings were sorted, 
which was understood and accepted. 

AA said that the discharge pipe near Queenies looked worse with a milky discharge. DB said that we ought to 
write to Jackie O’Rielly and ask for David Bechelli from CBC to look at it, sample it and ensure that the pipe is opened 
up. AA would send the clerk the grid reference of the pipe. 

AA raised about the falling rocks on the wagon road. The responsibility had now been accepted by Network 
Rail, but they had so far done nothing to address the issue. DB had asked CBC to instal avalanche fencing but they 
would not because they did not own the land.  
 
133/2021/22 Ideas for the Queen’s Jubilee and to form a committee. Because a number of people were not 
present, this item was stood over until the next meeting. 
 
134/2021/22 Grants Policy Review. WM proposed that the £150 limit on grants should be removed and grants 
would be awarded at the Council’s discretion. It was agreed that the application form was too complicated for small 
community events and should be simplified. Resolved to remove the £150 cap on grants and the clerk to redraft the 
policy and application form for adoption at the next meeting. 
   
135/2021/22 Budget & Precept. The clerk went through the budget and the following items were resolved by the 
Council: Resolved: To return to monthly meetings. Resolved: To increase the clerk’s hours to six per week, 312 per 
annum. Resolved: To pay the clerk an allowance pro-rata in lieu of holiday, 34.8 hours per annum. Resolved: To 
increase legal costs to £500 to cover any additional costs regarding the bus shelters. Resolved: To remove the provision 
for CRUG membership. Resolved: To provision for 12 meetings rental of the village hall. Resolved: To pay half of the 
cost of the CiLCA training and qualification for the clerk, budgeting a total of £345 with other courses. Resolved: An 
additional £2000 was added to the Play Park budget to allow for replacement of equipment. Resolved: To provision for 
three extra cuts on the football field. Resolved: To provision £500 towards a rededication of the war memorial once 
restoration is complete. Resolved: To provision £3000 for Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. Resolved: To keep the garage 
rent at £25 per year. Resolved: To provision £1000 for any additions to assets or equipment. Resolved: To reduce the 
reserve for this year to 4 months of the budget. Resolved: To accept all other items on the budget unchanged from the 
draft. Resolved: To request a precept of £13500.  
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136/2021/22 Finance. The clerk explained the finance report which was agreed against the ledger.  

 
 
 
137/2021/22 Payments for approval. None 
 
138/2021/22 Planning Applications. An application had been received to continue mineral works at Lambhill 
quarry. Resolved to approve without objection. Proposed KY, seconded JW, carried. 
  
139/2021/22 Parish Councillor Matters. 

 WM said the light was out on the path behind Criffel Road. KY and JW had already reported it.  
 LM asked about the footpath from A595 to St Bridget’s church as the fence was falling down. The 

clerk explained that the copy of the agreement that had supposedly been entered into had still not been 
received from the land owner. Without evidence that the Council were responsible for the repair, they 
had no authority to carry one out. If an agreement did not exist, then it was only reasonable that both 
Parton and Lowca Parish Councils came to a joint agreement with the landowner which was mutually 
acceptable, ensuring that this was properly documented. 

 LM asked about the seats on Firth View. The clerk recapped on the updates from the last meeting 
when she explained that she had reported the matter but had no way to follow through and advised all 
Home Group tenants to report them. JW said that he would report it and advise others to do so too. 
(9.42pm MR left the meeting) 

 KY updated that on 15th December there had been reports of rats which he passed on to CBC and 
Environmental Health had attended very quickly. They gave advice and any problems identified were 
addressed. The situation seems to have been resolved. 

 
140/2021/22 Co-Option of Councillor. There was one applicant, Anne Watson, who regularly attends Council 
meetings as a member of the public and is known to councillors. Resolved to co-opt Anne Watson to the Council. 
Proposed AA, seconded JW. Carried 
 
Councillor Banks left the meeting and the following item was heard in private 
 
141/2021/22 To consider a restriction under the Council’s unacceptable behaviour and vexatious requests 
policies. The clerk listed a number of emails that they had received from an individual and indicated a number of 
instances in which they considered that the individual’s behaviour was unacceptable. Resolved that the person’s 
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behaviour was considered unacceptable and the Clerk should write to inform them of the policies and notify 
them of the Council’s decision, in accordance with the policy. 
 
 
142/2021/22 Date of next meeting confirmed as 9th March 2022. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.11pm 
Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
Chair Presiding................................................................................  Date............................................................. 
 
 

 
 


