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DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Parton Parish Council 
 

Minutes of The Council Meeting 
Held on 8th December 2021 at 7.30pm in Parton Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllr S Tumelty (Chair), Cllr A Armstrong, Cllr H Elliott, Cllr W Morton, Cllr M Ryden, Ward Councillor J 
Bowman. 
Clerk: Mrs J Coltman 
Members of the public:  4 
Absent: Cllr J Williamson 
Invited but did not attend: County Councillor M Barbour.  
 
The Chair started the meeting at 7.37pm. 
 
103/2021/22 Approval of Minutes from the meeting, 20th October 2021. Resolved to approve the minutes. 
Proposed WM Seconded AA. Carried. 
 
104/2021/22 Apologies. Councillors Mckee, Rogan and Sinar had all submitted apologies due to being unwell. 
Ward Councillor D Banks was unable to attend as he was temporarily without transport. Resolved that apologies be 
accepted and absences approved. Proposed WM, seconded HE. Carried 
 
105/2021/22 Exclusion of Press and Public. The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. The chair 
said item 12 may contain confidential information and would be best heard at the end of the meeting. Resolved that the 
press and public be excluded for item 12 and it be heard at the end of the meeting. Proposed MRy. Seconded AA, 
carried.  
 
106/2021/22 Declarations of Interest. Cllr Bowman said that she would have to leave if there were any planning 
issues to consider. ST declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 13. 
 
107/2021/22 Public Participation. A member of the public said that he had cleaned up after the school bus twice 
in the last week where it was cutting the corner and damaging the grass. The clerk was asked to write to the bus 
company and copy the school and county council in to make them aware of the problem. 

 
108/2021/22  Reports from Ward or County Councillors. Cllr Bowman said that there was a memorial tree at the 
crematorium and there would be a virtual service. Free parking in Whitehaven on Copeland sites over certain days. 
Activities at the Beacon, young entrepreneurs’ market. Blood donation drive at the golf club on 24th and 30th December. 
 
109/2021/22 Police Matters. A printout of the latest crime report had been circulated which showed 7 incidents 
during October. The PCSO had emailed to say there was nothing of note.. 
 
110/2021/22  Clerk’s Updates. 

School Donation The head teacher had sent a thank you letter for the paper cutter. The clerk had a number of 
items that needed putting together into individual bundles for the children and she asked for people to stay after the 
meeting and help. Councillor Ryden volunteered to deliver them to the school. 

Bus Shelter – A595 The clerk was waiting to hear back from H.ighways England as there was still uncertainty 
over who owned the original shelter.  

Bus Shelter – Ramsey Drive The clerk had received a response from Home Group who did not foresee an issue 
with permission to put the shelter in place. CCC were happy to begin processing the paperwork on the strength of that. 

Bank. Very few banks were accepting new community accounts but the clerk would continue to look into this. 
Having completed the online HSBC mandate as instructed by the counter staff in branch, the clerk has now received a 
new mandate form through the post stating that the online mandate form was not the correct one and she need to 
complete a new one and take it in to the branch. This has again delayed the new signatories on the account. 

VAT Reclaim The reclaimed VAT from last year had now been received. 
Dropped Kerbs on Criffel Road. The clerk had escalated the matter to the CEO of Home Group and his PA was 

now looking into the matter, because despite emails from the clerk and CCC, the local manager had not responded to 
any emails since 10th March. 
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Benches on Firth View. These had also been reported to Home Group as they were on their land. The clerk did 
not know if these had been repaired or if action is being taken or not, because Home Group does not give the council a 
channel to follow through on these issues. Channels for reporting and progressing repairs are only available to Home 
Group tenants. The clerk suggested that all tenants report the problem to Home Group if it has not been addressed. 

Outstanding Issues. The clerk still had to write to Trudy Harrison regarding the improvements to the junctions 
with the A595 and the slip road and crossing islands that had been proposed following the consultation a few years ago. 
 
111/2021/22 Ideas for the Queen’s Jubilee. HE said that the Queen was encouraging tree planting and she thought 
that encouraging tree planting in the village was a good idea. She said that may also help with the bank behind the 
school by holding the soil together. The clerk said that ownership of the land would have to be established and 
permission sought. AA said that did not sound much of a celebration. The clerk said that she had circulated an email 
regarding lighting of beacons. Carnival and street parties were suggested and there was uncertainty as to whether 
lighting a beacon would be a good idea as it was not considered to be an environmentally friendly gesture. HE said we 
were still waiting for the results of the tests on the bank and couldn’t progress any further with tree planting. AA 
suggested a committee be formed at the next meeting. HE said it would be good to include members of the public to 
share ideas. The clerk would put something on Facebook encouraging people to come forward and join in at the next 
meeting.   
 
112/2021/22 Newsletter. HE was still trying to put a pamphlet together to be distributed once a quarter but needed 
help.  
   
113/2021/22 Draft Budget. The clerk had forwarded notes for the proposed budget and a spreadsheet so that 
councillors could consider which items they may need to add or take out of the budget. The clerk said that this should 
be considered alongside the maintenance schedule that was accepted earlier in the year. 
 
114/2021/22 Donation Request. ST left the room. Tracey Tumelty explained that they were organising an 
afternoon tea for the Parton OAPS and explained some details of what was happening on the day. Resolved to donate 
£150. Proposed MRy, seconded HE. Carried 
 
115/2021/22 Finance. The clerk explained the finance report which was agreed against the ledger.  

 
 
116/2021/22 Payments for approval. As the bank mandate had still not been cleared the chair proposed to suspend 
item 6.4 from the financial regulations for this meeting to allow the clerk and chair to sign cheques so that debtors could 
be paid. Resolved to suspend item 6.4 form the financial regs. For this meeting. Proposed ST, seconded MRy. 
Carried. Resolved to approve the payments listed. Proposed AA, seconded HE. Carried 

Cheque Payee Details Amount 
101344 Cumbria Building Supplies Play Bark 791.82 
101345 WF Cascade Bin bags 14.09 
101346 J Coltman Salary – 3 months 614.40 
101347 HMRC Tax on Salary 153.60 
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Direct Debit Cumbria Waste Group Bin Emptying 33.36 
101348 J Coltman Expenses 514.31 
101349 T Tumelty OAP’s Party Donation 150.00 
101350 B Warren Wall repair – memorial 150.48 
101351 J&R Bennett Weeding & planting 261.60 

 
 
117/2021/22 Planning Applications. An application had been received to restore the milestone on the A595 just 
south of the Brewery Brow junction (4/21/2527/OL1 and 4/21/2530/OF1). The plan includes clearing the scrub behind 
it back to the fences. This was welcomed as the council had previously complained to Highways England about this 
scrub harbouring rats. Resolved to agree to the application.  
  
118/2021/22 Telephone Tree/Emergency contacts. HE asked who wanted to be on the emergency contact list. AA 
said that the emergency numbers should be available to the public, on the notice boards and website in case there is a 
breakdown in communication. HE said that the numbers would be in an emergency box in the village hall. AA said that 
meant that the village hall needed to be accessible 24/7. HE said this was part of an emergency plan and it would have 
the contact numbers for Copeland and Cumbria County Councils as well. MRy said that we had previously tried to 
contact them and got no information. The clerk confirmed that those councils had refused to discuss arrangements for 
evacuated residents or offer any information other than to repeat press release information when she had contacted 
them. HE said that the box would contain a log so we could record who we had spoken to and when, so that the council 
could not be accused of failing to act. HE would make the list of numbers available so that they could be put on the 
notice boards. 
 
119/2021/22 Waste Bins. ST said that people had been abusing the use of the bin on the foreshore and the trade 
waste bin. ST suggested the council monitor the situation and consider next year whether to keep the bins or not. The 
lock on the trade waste bin is not very efficient so the clerk would contact the provider to ask if there were bins with 
better locks.  
 
120/2021/22 Co-Option of Councillor. There was one applicant, Kevin Young, who was given an opportunity to 
speak to the Council and then answer questions. Resolved to co-opt Kevin Young to the Council. Proposed MRy, 
seconded WM. Carried 
 
121/2021/22 Declaration taken by Kevin Young. Councillor Young read out and signed the declaration of office, 
witnessed by ST and he took his place with the Council. 
 
122/2021/22 Parish Councillor Matters 

 AA asked for an update on the checklist for the playpark. The clerk said that she would adapt the one 
that she had for our equipment. 

 WM raised about the crossing for the A595 and asked if there could be a pedestrian crossing. There 
were already dropped kerbs in place. HE said that it had taken her ten minutes to cross the road and 
she is able-bodied. KY said that the problem had been ongoing for several years but the government 
had pulled funding from Highways England. The clerk was to write to Trudy Harrison to raise the 
issue again, particularly in light of the recent accident at the Parton Brow junction. 

 WM said that there was a streetlight not working on Foundry Road. 
 A member of the public said that foul water was coming from the outlet onto the beach by the slip 

road. The clerk would report it. 
 
123/2021/22 Discussion of Historic Matters.  

 The clerk said that having sought quotations for the services of an independent investigator/adviser, 
the cost was likely to be between two and three thousand pounds and as there had been a number of 
changes of councillors since the matters being looked into had happened, there may be problems in 
getting a full picture, so an investigation would likely be incomplete.  

 With free advice from a cyber security expert, over the past few months the clerk had been able to 
establish that a third party, neither a member nor an employee of the Council, had been involved in the 
preparation of Council documents between mid-November 2019 and late June 2020. This same 
individual was also sending numerous emails under a fake name and had shared confidential 
documents using that email too. The guidance from CALC was that we do not need to change policies 
to specifically protect against this, as a third party should never have been given access in this way. At 
the very least, this is already covered by item 5.(3) of the Council’s code of conduct.  

 The Council had previously failed to follow ACAS procedure for dismissal. You should not move to 
dismissal without first giving an employee the right to answer and defend themselves against any 
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claim or allegation against them at an interview. The Council is now aware that ACAS procedure 
should be followed as a minimum standard in all cases. 

 Resolved: WM proposed that as this has been going on for a number of years, it was now time to put 
and end to the matter as it had taken up too much of the Council’s time and expenses and we should 
now move forwards. Seconded AA. Carried. 
 

 
124/2021/22 Date of next meeting confirmed as 12th January. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
Chair Presiding................................................................................  Date............................................................. 
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