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Parton Parish Council 
 

Minutes of The Annual Council Meeting 

Held on 5th May 2021 at 7.30pm by Zoom Video Conferencing 

 
Video Link Meeting Opened: 7.30pm 
 

Present: Cllr S Tumelty (Chair), Cllr A Armstrong, Cllr A Barton, Cllr H Elliott, Cllr L McKee, Cllr W Morton, Cllr M 

Ryden, Cllr R Sinar, Cllr J Williamson (from 7.34pm), Ward Councillor D Banks. 

 

Clerk: Mrs J Coltman 

 

Members of the public:  2 via video link 

 

The Chair declared the meeting open at 7.32pm. 

 

005/2021/22 New Councillors. The chair confirmed that he had received the acceptance of office forms from 

Andrew Armstrong, Helen Elliott, Lee McKee, Melanie Ryden and Roy Sinar and welcomed them to the Council. 

 

006/2021/22 Election of Chair. ST was proposed by AB and seconded by WM. There were no other nominations. 

ST accepted the position and would complete the acceptance of office form. Resolved: To elect Cllr Steve Tumelty as 

Chair for the coming year. Proposed AB, seconded WM, carried. 

 

007/2021/22 Election of Vice Chair. WM proposed AA but he declined. MR proposed WM but he also declined. 

There were no other nominations so this was carried over to the next meeting. 

 

008/2021/22 Approval of Minutes from 26th April 2021. Resolved: To approve the minutes. Proposed WM 

seconded RS. Carried. 
  

009/2021/22 Apologies.  None 

 

010/2021/22 Exclusion of Press and Public. There were no confidential items on the agenda for this meeting. 
 

011/2021/22 Declarations of Interest. None 

 

012/2021/22 Public Participation. There were no questions from members of the public. 

 

013/2021/22 Reports from Ward or County Councillors. Ward Councillor Banks confirmed that the power was 

now connected to the light on the Queenies footpath. He said that Copeland’s solicitor had confirmed that they were 

responsible for dealing with the rocks that were falling onto the wagon road.  

 

014/2021/22 Police Matters. The clerk had raised issues with the police from an earlier meeting regarding social 

distancing and parking in the beach and wagon road areas and the ongoing nuisance from motorbikes, especially where 

they were being used off-road. The police had responded to say that they could do little about the first matter as the 

rules had changed. They were aware of the problem with the motorbikes and were patrolling, but had to follow certain 

procedures for safety reasons. HE said that cars had been racing through the tunnel onto the beach area and the police 

had only just missed them by 20 minutes. This was at a time when children were about, making their way home from 

school. The chair asked the clerk to mention this to the police. 

 

015/2021/22 To Consider any Planning Applications. No planning applications had been received. 

 

The items in minutes 016/2021/22 to 023/2021/22 inclusive were considered in accordance with standing order 5f 

 

016/2021/22 Review of Standing Orders. AA and JW agreed to review the standing orders and submit a draft for 

approval at the next meeting. 

 

017/2021/22 Review of Representation on External Bodies. The Council does not have any official 

representatives on external bodies and no plans to appoint anybody to one. There was nothing to review here. 

 

018/2021/22 Review of Assets. The clerk reported that the asset register is reviewed annually when completing the 
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statement of accounts and this review has just been carried out. A separate note of this as part of the standing orders 

does not seem necessary and could be omitted from this review section in future. No review was considered necessary. 

 

019/2021/22 Review of Insurance Arrangements. The Chair said that the Council has a legal requirement to have 

insurance in place and this review should take place automatically. The clerk said that the insurance is due for renewal 

on 30th June and they will forward the renewal documents to councillors once they are received, giving them the 

opportunity to raise any issues then.  

 

020/2021/22 A Review of Subscriptions. The clerk said that subscriptions are agreed for the coming year in 

January, when the budget is set. Standing orders prevent a review of a decision within six months so they should not be 

reviewed until July at the earliest. A separate requirement to review these at the annual meeting was unnecessary and 

could be omitted in future. WM asked if there was leeway to alter a budget, the clerk said that the total amount couldn’t 

be changed, but it could be vired from another budget item. WM asked if there was waggle room within the budget, if it 

had to be to the penny. The clerk said that there was an allowance within the budget towards emergency items and that a 

budget is only an estimate. The Chair said that if something did crop up it would have to be looked at and a decision 

made then. 

 

021/2021/22 A Review of the Complaints Procedure. AB and WM agreed to review the complaints procedure 

and bring a draft to the next meeting. 

 

022/2021/22 A Review of the Procedure for Handling Freedom of Information and Data Protection Act 

Requests. AB and WM agreed to review the procedures and bring a draft to the next meeting.  

 

023/2021/22 A Review of the Press & Media Policy and Meeting Times & Places. The Chair agreed to look at 

the press and media policy and bring a draft to the next meeting. He would also book the village hall for the remainder 

of the Council meetings for the year. 

 

024/2021/22 To Receive and Approve the Internal Auditor’s Report. Resolved: To approve the report. Proposed 

WM, seconded RS. Carried.  

 

025/2021/22 To Complete the Annual Governance Statement. The clerk read through the statements which were 

agreed by the Council. Resolved: To agree the annual governance statement. 

 

026/2021/22 To Approve the Accounting Statements. Resolved: To approve the accounting statements. 

 

027/2021/22 To Confirm the Certificate of Exemption. Resolved: To agree the certificate of exemption. 

 

028/2021/22 To Appoint the Internal Auditor for 2021/2022. Resolved: To appoint Mrs Airey as internal auditor 

for 2021/2022. Proposed WM, seconded AB, carried. 

 

029/2021/22 To Consider a Request to use the Village Green. St. Bridget’s PTA wished to use the village green 

for their summer Fayre. There are requirements for such events from our insurers which the clerk would pass on to the 

organiser. AA would assist them with any risk assessment if they required help. Resolved: To grant permission to use 

the green. Proposed AB, seconded AA, carried. 

 

030/2021/22 A Request for Litter Pickers from HMP Haverigg to work in the area. The litter pickers work in 

supervised groups. Resolved: To give permission for them to litter pick in the area. Proposed JW, seconded HE, carried. 

 

031/2021/22 Maintenance Schedule. The Chair asked for comments on the suggested maintenance schedule. AB 

said that he thought it was a good idea. The clerk said that she had suggested frequencies for different aspects of 

maintenance but these may not be correct, plus we could only do what we had budgeted for in this financial year, some 

items would not be started until the next year. The Chair suggested that everybody took this away and looked at it in 

their own time and filled out any suggestions. LM said that he would be happy to maintain the war memorial. He 

reported that one of the pillars was loose and that the railings needed replacing. The clerk asked if they needed replacing 

or sanding down but LM said that they were in poor condition and really needed replacing. AB suggested galvanised 

railings. The clerk said that she would see how far grant funding would cover from the War Memorial Trust. The chair 

asked if everybody was happy to look at the schedule and take it on board. Resolved To accept the suggested schedule 

subject to final agreement at the next meeting. Proposed AB, seconded HE, carried. 

 

032/2021/22 Clerk’s Updates: 

• Play Bark. An original guess was made that about 6m3 would be needed, but now an 
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accurate measurement had been taken, to cover at a depth of 2” a total of 23m3 is needed. 

There is £600 in the budget for play bark and 6m3 would cost £576 but the cheapest estimate 

for 23m3 was £1231. MR asked if that was buying in bags as it had previously been 

delivered in a tipper lorry and the clerk confirmed that was a loose load. RS asked if the 

Forestry Commission might be able to help and the clerk said that she would enquire, but the 

play bark needs to be certified to the correct standard. AA suggested that Iggesund may be 

able to help as they have a lot of bark, but he is unsure if that would be the correct grade. AB 

suggested that somebody might like to fund the bark as a marketing opportunity. MR said 

that the bark needed to be a certain size. AA said he didn’t know if Iggesund produced it as a 

by-product. The clerk would also enquire with Iggesund. The clerk would report back again 

to the July meeting, but a decision would need to be made then. 

• Play area inspections and bins. Open Spaces were quoting for inspecting the play area and 

emptying the bins and the clerk would pass this on when it was received. 

• Bins – generally. The clerk was waiting for information from Copeland BC to find out 

which bins in the village are owned by them. She has been told that there is a map indicating 

bin locations and she is hoping to see this. The invoice for emptying the bin on the foreshore 

has been received from CBC which is £312 for the coming year. If it transpires that there are 

additional bins to empty, there may be more cost-effective ways of doing this. The clerk 

suggested asking them to adjust the invoice to the first quarter only so that enquiries could 

be made further and if necessary, a trade waste contract negotiated. JW said that more bins 

were needed at the top of the village. The clerk said she would see if CBC would be 

prepared to place extra bins up there. 

• Parker’s Steps. There were now signs to say that the steps were closed but there had still 

been no direct communication from CCC about them. The clerk said that the Council did not 

have funds to engage a solicitor to put pressure on CCC to act, so would need to consider 

what action they could take to make them do the necessary repairs. JW said that maybe they 

would do something now a member of the public was suing them. He said that CCC had 

denied to the resident that a problem had ever been reported to them so the clerk said that 

she would share any details of the earlier reports with the resident if they requested them.  

• Garages. All of the arrears had now been cleared and this year’s rent was starting to be 

received. One tenant had raised a query over the tenancy agreement, wanting to know what 

new thing was expected of them and the clerk was responding to say that there were no new 

expectations, this was simply a case of documenting and clarifying what was already 

expected. It was so both parties knew where they stood, plus the garages would not change 

hands without the Council being informed. 

• Bus Route. Home Group had still not responded to any emails. 

• Groundworks. The clerk now had the contact details for a second person from Haverigg 

who organises the groundworks teams. It was hoped that they could assist with some 

projects. AB suggested the football field and the clerk said that she had asked CBC for a 

quote but was waiting for the response. AB said that there were rabbit holes and the ground 

had been damaged by motorbikes. He asked if any remedial work would be done to address 

that, but the clerk said that she had only asked for quotes for grass cutting. AB suggested that 

the team from the prison may be able to help with that and the clerk said that she could ask. 

• Banking. HSBC had tightened up on their account security so now required details of all 

councillors regardless of whether they were signatories to the account or not. The clerk 

asked for all members to let her have their date of birth for their records. She had been told 

that this would not affect anybody’s credit rating, nor would it be used for marketing 

purposes. 

• Training. The clerk said that there was a two-part course available if any of the councillors 

were interested in attending. Several councillors expressed an interest so details were 

forwarded to them for confirmation of availability. 

• Dry Stone Wall. The clerk asked WM if he had spoken to the farmer about the wall. WM 

said that he’d looked at the wall himself and he did not think that it was Parton Parish 

Council’s responsibility. The clerk said that the document that she had seen said that PPC 

were responsible for maintaining the path. WM said that did not include the wall as that was 

never altered, it would be Highways or Copeland’s responsibility. The clerk said that if the 

agreement did not include the wall, then it would remain the responsibility of the landowner. 

The chair said that he had visited archives to try to find any document covering this 

agreement, but there was very little information about it, nothing that clarified this issue. The 

clerk would try to find out if Groundworks had a copy of the original agreement. 

Alternatively, the farmer may still have a copy of the original agreement. 
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033/2021/22 Length of Meetings. The chair pointed out that standing orders state that meetings should last no 

longer than 75 minutes which was about where the meeting currently was. The chair can grant an additional 15 minutes, 

but the meetings overrunning was a regular occurrence. WM said that we would need to look at going back to monthly 

meetings. The chair said that could be raised in councillor matters, but according to standing orders, meetings should 

not continue any later than 9pm. 

 

034/2021/22 Payments for Approval.  

 

Cheque Payee Details Amount 

101328 Jean Airey Internal Auditor £50.00 

101329 CALC Annual Subscription £210.36 

101330 J Coltman Salary £225.84 

101331 HMRC PAYE Tax £56.40 

101332 J Coltman Expenses £676.29 

 

Resolved: Clerk to request quarterly invoice for waste bins, all other payments approved. Proposed RS, seconded MR, 

carried. 

 

035/2021/22 Finance Report. Resolved To agree the financial statement. Proposed AB, seconded LM, carried. 

 
 

036/2021/22 Parish Councillor Matters.  

• LM said that there was a broken swing on the bowling green and asked if that could be 

Item Total

Bank Reconciliation £ £

Bank Statement 12/02/21 10811.75

___________

10811.75

Cheques Cleared

101322 Alwel Glass 125/2020/21 -101.00

101323 Coltman 125/2020/21 -367.04

101324 HMRC 125/2020/21 -69.60

101325 Coltman 125/2020/21 -77.72

101326 R Huck 125/2020/21 -180.00

101327 M Clark 125/2020/21 -150.00

___________

-945.36

Receipts Banked

13/03/21 Garage rent 100.00

01/04/21 Wayleaves  8.03

01/04/21 Garage rent 25.00

___________

133.03

Bank Statement 12/04/21 9999.42

Cheques Outstanding for Clearance

___________

0.00

Receipts Outstanding for Clearance

03/04/2021 Garage Rent 25.00

10/04/2021 Garage Rent 75.00

16/04/2021 Garage Rent 25.00

21/04/2021 Garage Rent 25.00

150.00

___________

Balance after all cleared 10149.42
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replaced. The clerk said that the matter had been raised by Copeland the previous year. It was 

Copeland’s land and they had told the clerk that the equipment had been placed there without 

their permission. The clerk had been unable to establish for certain whose equipment it was. 

The clerk said that if it was established that the equipment belonged to Parton Parish Council, 

they would have to either repair or remove the equipment, however if they took 

responsibility for the equipment a second inspection would be required. The chair said that 

there would have to be a serious discussion as to whether the council could afford to maintain 

two play parks. AB said that the children at the top of the village needed some facilities 

because of the problem with the lack of a footpath they were unable to use the area on Main 

Street. AB suggested that the matter be included on the next agenda. 

• MR said that there was a lack of a barrier on the seaward side of Parton Brow and that it was 

unsafe. AB agreed that there was insufficient barrier in that area. The clerk would report the 

matter to Highways. 

• HE said there were problems with dog fouling on the beach and the wardens have said that it 

was very difficult to take action as they needed DNA evidence. She had collected a number 

of dirty nappies and dog waste bags the previous day. The chair agreed that it was bad but 

was unsure how it could be policed. The clerk said that she could contact Copeland and ask 

for stencils to be painted on the paths and HE said that she had already done some stencils 

herself. 

• AA asked if there was an update on the pollution at the long arch at Queenies on the beach. 

HE said that she had been on to the environment agency about it and they had taken samples. 

She had also been onto Northern Rail about the culvert to ask if it was their responsibility. 

The water appears to have been diverted and nobody wants to take responsibility. AA and 

MR agreed that there was often a little, but it had never been as bad as it is currently. AA said 

there was also a white liquid and asked if that had been sampled and HE said that it had. She 

had also contacted United Utilities as she was concerned there may be contamination of a 

water source and with fishing off the coast it may get into the food chain. She would continue 

to chase them for results.  

• AB said that the football pitch needed improving. The chair said that it needed to be dug up 

and re-turfed. AB said that even filling the holes and rolling it would help. AA said it used to 

be maintained regularly, but that was when it was being used by a team. AB said that if it was 

maintained it might encourage someone to start a team. AA said that Parton had raised money 

towards the team previously but had never received any financial assistance from outside 

bodies such as the F.A. He had visited the school recently and was looking for somewhere to 

run athletics sessions for the children, but the football field was ruled as unsuitable because it 

was in a dangerous condition. LM asked if the bowling green would be suitable and AA said 

that also needed work and was not suitable. AB asked if the clerk could enquire with the 

people from Haverigg if they could help with this project and she agreed that she would. HE 

asked if a working party of volunteers from Parton could help to do the work. WM said that 

the goal posts should be checked as they looked rusty and AB said that they were solid. LM 

said there was no harm in checking and WM said they should be checked periodically by 

Copeland.  

• WM raised about the traffic island at the top of Parton Hill and asked what progress had been 

made. The clerk would see what she could find out. 

• WM said that it should go on the agenda to discuss about going back to monthly meetings.  

• WM said there were other items that he wanted to go onto the agenda but he would leave it 

until the next meeting. He was unhappy about emails which had accused and pointed the 

finger at people. 

• The chair said that he didn’t think the bus route would revert back and the decision regarding 

the bus shelter had been delayed twice. He said that this had been put off since December and 

the next meeting is now July and he asked how much longer would this be put off for. LM 

said to do it ASAP and AB said to just crack on with it. WM said this showed why it would 

be better to have monthly meetings because anything put off until the next meeting is put off 

for two months. The chair said to put this on the agenda for the next meeting when a decision 

would be taken. 

• WM asked MR if she could look at the sand in the play area in the memorial garden. MR said 

that it costs about £100 per bag and it might need a couple of bags. The clerk said if she 

could let her know what was required, she could try to get a deal at the same time as the bark. 

 

037/2021/22 Date of the next meeting. Confirmed as July 14th. The chair hoped that it would be back in the village 

hall and a face-to-face meeting. 



7 

 

The chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.11pm 

 

Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

 

Chair Presiding............................................................................ ....  Date............................................................. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


