
Play Bark or Chip 
 

As instructed at the last meeting, I made contact with Forestry England, who unfortunately only 

have bulk wood sales and do not supply bark/chip. It was a similar story at Iggesund, they were 

unable to help us with our requirements. 

Having shopped around, the cheapest quotation so far is from a company that offer either certified 

play grade bark or chip for the same price, but their recommendation is to use chip. 

The cost is £47.99 per cubic metre and £72.00 per load carriage. 

There is £600 in the budget for play bark and £1200 for general repairs. We are expecting to receive 

invoices for the repairs carried out earlier in the year which would use most of the general repairs 

budget, so we could not be certain of being able to vire money from there. 

Given the charge per load, it would make most economic sense to only order in full loads at a time. 

One full load would give us 15 cubic metres, so about 2/3 of what I was originally asking for quotes 

for. 

A 15 cubic metre load would cost £791.85 (£52.79 per cubic metre) 

Or to keep to our budget of £600, we could get 11 cubic metres for £599.89 (£54.54 per cubic metre) 

It is recommended that the existing bark is given a thorough raking to break up the bottom 

compacted layer before the new bark or chip is put on the top. The floor should be loose to provide 

the full cushioning effect. We will need to organise volunteers to do this before delivery and then 

volunteers to help spread the new bark or chip when it’s delivered. The play park will need to be 

closed for safety for those two days. 

Recommendation: To order one full load, vire £200 from general play area repairs and try to make 

savings within that side of the budget.  

J Coltman 

 


