
Maintenance Suggestions

I have received from Mr Huck a list of suggested maintenance for various areas and assets of the 
village. Mr Huck was working on the list prior to his resignation and Council may wish to consider 
some of the suggestions where they are within the budget and are the responsibility of the council. I 
copy it below:

1). War Memorial:
*  Clerk to write to Moresby PC requesting they share the costs, 50/50 for cleaning and re-
guilding the War Memorial, and painting the walls and railings, in preparation for the 100th 
Anniversary of its unveiling on 5th November 2021. This celebration can be advertised on 
the PPC Website and village notice boards.
Also, to enquire if they agree to the erection of the flagpole you kindly donated. Decent 
Union Jacks and other memorial flags can be bought for about £30 each. Cheaper 
versions are available but don’t last. David Proud from Kells and Jeremy Clarkson from 
Cockermouth are the two buglists we arranged to play the Last Post and Reveille. David 
refused payment, but I paid Jeremy £40.
*  I sought quotes from three stone masons, for cleaning and re lettering the War 
Memorial, two of which were over £2000 , the third, from Walker Brothers at Lilyhall was 
for £600, which was the one I sent to you and would recommend Council agrees to accept.
They are a reputable company. Dick Walker is their CEO and is a good lad.
Funding can be applied for through the War Memorial Trust, but they will only help with 
funding if the company doing the work holds a specific certification, and I couldn’t find a 
local one that did. All the details are on their Website.
2) Clerk to advertise on PPC Website and via the notice boards for a decorator to:
*  Prepare, undercoat and paint the play park, using lead free paint. It hasn’t been painted 
since it was built several years ago, and is an asset that must be regularly maintained.
* Paint the sleepers, rear fence and picnic benches of the Memorial Garden on the 
foreshore, with wood stain.
* Paint the picnic benches by the village hall with wood stain.
* Paint the fencing beside the school car park with wood stain.
* Paint the wooden slats on the benches near the War Memorial with yacht varnish.
* Prepare, undercoat and paint the football posts.
Any other paint work that the PC has responsibility for.
Incidentally, I did ask Lee Mc Kee, in an unofficial and informal conversation, what he 
would charge to do the play park, and he quoted £500 which I thought was very 
reasonable, but obviously other quotes would need to be sought through an 
advertisement.
3) Clerk to advertise on PPC Website for a length man to:
* Cut, strim, clear and weed kill the road edges on the entry roads to the village which are 
totally overgrown.
* Cut, strim and clear overgrown vegetation hanging over walls on the entry roads to the 
village.
* Cut, strim and clear the overgrown area near the Station Pub.
* Cut, strim and clear the overgrown area on the right as you go through the main tunnel to
the foreshore, and the boat yard if the PPC reclaims the land.
* Weed, prune and plant the War Memorial garden bi annually, in spring and late autumn, 
prior to Remembrance Sunday. Maybe Blomfields would donate plants, or, at least give a 
discount if they knew they were getting the order annually.
* To spread bark, when necessary, to level the surface of the play park.
* To spread and level sand in the Memorial Garden sand pit.
Although CCC and CBC may have responsibility to do some of this work, it never gets 



done and some of the areas are PPC responsibility but have not been maintained at all.
Perhaps the Clerk may have more success with the Councils, than I did, despite regular 
requests to to the work. Network rail are good and come and strim Foundry Road and the 
long tunnel when requested via their Website, in the spring.
Neil Cockbain who lives on Foundry Road is excellent and charged Parton Reunited  £15 
an hour to cut the boat yard and cut back overgrown vegetation at the bottom of Brewery 
Brow which was seriously overgrown.
Although some of this work will take a significant amount of time, like clearing the road 
edges, next year it will be done much quicker, especially if it is weed killed each year.
4) Clerk to make enquiries regarding cost for signage around the village:
* Most street name signs need replaced with new, plastic ones, including The Square sign 
on the village green, although CCC may do this one. Highways may have a responsibility 
to replace damaged or defaced signs, so it may be worth making enquiries.
* More signage around the village, on entry roads and the foreshore in particular, politely 
requesting people to dispose of litter and dog mess responsibly.
* Welcome to Parton signs on the entry roads to the village, which can easily be bolted to 
the speed limit posts, with permission from CCC Highways.
AST Signs at Penrith are excellent and would perhaps consider discounting for a bulk 
order, but there are hundreds on the Website, usually made of plastic and very reasonably 
priced. Once replaced they will last for years.
5) Clerk to order three bulk bags of safety approved bark for the play park to level off 
depressions under the swings etc, and also two bulk bags of safety approved sand for the 
sand pit at the Memorial Garden on the foreshore. Consideration must be given to access 
here, but flat back vehicles are low enough to get through the main tunnel.
6) Clerk to advertise on the PPC Website for someone, suitably qualified  to inspect the 
play park equipment weekly, in order to comply with the insurance policy. Maybe CBC 
could be approached again to provide this mandatory service.
7) Council to consider purchasing more benches around the village and along the 
foreshore. They could be built from cut sandstone, with two 500mm cubic planters with 
2metre wooden slats built in. Thomas Hodgson would charge £100 per day to build one. 
His work is impeccable and he lives up on Criffel Road, so is passionate about the village 
too. Sandstone from Bigrigg quarry would be about £50 and treated timber work about 
£50, totalling around £200. Natural, attractive, planted up with flowers and in keeping with 
the environment and rock types of the Parton cliffs. Maybe two benches this year, two next
year etc.

Summary:
Funding has been considered, discussed and agreed in the Budget Plan, so is there to be 
used, although some may have to be vired from elsewhere, if necessary. For example, 
should Council decide not to purchase a bus shelter this year there would be £2700 
available to be spent elsewhere, and, when the bus route situation is clarified, bought next 
year instead.
As it looks as though the UK is slowly preceding to some semblance of normality, 
implementing all the above would improve the quality of life, and the environment of the 
residents of the village, moving it forward to be the best that Parton can be, after an 
unprecedented, challenging and difficult time. It will not happen overnight, but most of this 
can be achieved in the next twelve months, giving everyone a real lift.
I wish you every success for the future. 


