
Parton Parish Council

Minutes of The Council Meeting 
Held on 11  th   November 2020 at 7.30pm by Zoom Video Conferencing

Video Link Meeting Opened: 7.27pm

Present: Cllr S Tumelty (Chair), Cllr A Barton, Cllr K Barton, Cllr J Huck, Cllr R Huck, Cllr J Miller, Cllr W Morton, 
Cllr M Rogan, Cllr J Williamson, Ward Councillor D Banks. 

Clerk: Mrs J Coltman

Members of the public:  5 via video link.

The Chair asked everybody to observe a minute's silence as it was the 11th November.
Following the silence the Chair declared the meeting open at 7.31pm.

069/2020/21 Election of Vice Chair. There were no proposals or volunteers. Passed over until the next meeting.

070/2020/21 Approval of Minutes from 23rd September 2020. WM stated that he had not received documents 
that he had requested. The clerk explained that this was not part of the minutes. JW gave apologies and left the meeting 
at 19.35pm. Resolved: Minutes were approved. Proposed JM seconded MR. Carried

071/2020/21 Apologies.  Received from Cllr D Garrett and Cllr J Williamson had given notice prior to the meeting 
that he may have to leave part way through.

072/2020/21 The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1 (2). There were no items considered 
confidential for this meeting.

073/2020/21 Declarations of Interest. None 

074/2020/21 Public Participation. The Chair read out two letters from members of the public, one regarding the 
dismissal of the former clerk and subsequent claim and the other querying why the precept had been raised by 60% in 
the previous year. Written answers to both individuals were to be provided after the meeting. The Clerk read out two 
questions on behalf of a member of the public. The first question asked if the increase in the precept was related to the 
settlement made to the former clerk and Councillors stated that it was not. JH raised a point of order and stated that as 
Councillors they were there to serve the people of Parton and not to be belittled by Cllr Morton month after month. The 
chair made no ruling on the point of order. The second question raised concerns over the proposed locations for trees 
that Cllr Williamson is intending to plant. The Council said that Cllr Williamson is offering them to residents for their 
own gardens and that permission would be sought for any Parish Council land before they are planted. 

075/2020/21  Reports from Ward or County Councillors. 
Councillor Banks had three items to report:

1. The lamp on Queenies – ENWL had now increased their quote to connect an electricity supply from £5000 to 
£6500. Cumbria County Council own the land and are making further enquiries regarding the cost and are 
seeking further quotes. Parton Parish Council may be asked to contribute towards the cost once it is known.

2. There were concerns that a right of way, running parallel to the railway tracks, behind a new development of 
houses on Bankyard Road, may be lost. Copeland Borough Council's solicitor was currently looking at this, 
but it was unclear whether the developer intended to block this right of way, or whether the fencing was just a 
temporary site protection measure while construction was still underway. The back walls of the gardens had 
been built, still leaving the right of way clear and there were no signs of footings being built at either end, so 
there was nothing at the moment to substantiate any suggestion that this was likely to happen. 

3. Councillor Banks offered his personal thanks to the people that had turned out on remembrance Sunday, 
observing social distancing, to pay their respects.

076/2020/21 Police Matters. The clerk reported that the police crime map was still down and nothing had been 
brought to her attention.
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077/2020/21 Maintenance Programme. RH put forward a report to encourage discussion with a view to 
implementing an ongoing schedule for the maintenance of village assets and proposals for longer term projects. ST said 
that the football field should not be turned into allotments. RH clarified that he was talking about the excess land at the 
edge of the area, not the football field itself. RH welcomed ideas and suggestions from anybody so that a plan could be 
developed. AB thanked RH for bring this forward and ST said that it was good to have ideas and councillors should all 
do this as a group. ST said that the Council would discuss this more in the future.

078/2020/21 Alteration to Bus Route. The clerk had an assurance from Stagecoach that they would reinstate the 
route if the problem of parked cars could be resolved. Home Group had offered no assistance towards improving the 
parking areas as they said that painting the lines for parking bays costs a lot of money. The clerk would arrange a site 
meeting with Stagecoach and Cumbria Highways to see what could be done and would invite Home Group to join 
them.

079/2020/21 Bank Mandate. Resolved To add the Clerk to the list of authorised signatories to facilitate account 
administration. Proposed JH seconded AB. Carried

080/2020/21 Memorial Bench Policy. Resolved to adopt the policy as written. Proposed RH, seconded JH. 
Carried

081/2020/21 To Consider any Planning Applications. No planning applications had been received, but ST had 
been approached about the garages and the possibility of building a new one and an enquiry had been raised about 
having bollards or sleeping policemen installed by the arches. ST would check if the garage plot was vacant and would 
direct the enquirer for bollards to Copeland Borough Council.

082/2020/21 Payments for Approval. Resolved: To approve the payments listed. Proposed RH seconded JH. 
Carried. 

Cheque Payee Details Amount

101314 CALC Clerk's Induction Training £40.00

101315 J. Coltman Clerk's Salary £517.73

101316 J. Coltman Expenses £332.91

101317 Parton Village Hall Play Park Maintenance £175.00

083/2020/21 Finance.

 Resolved: To agree the finance report. Proposed JH, seconded AB. Carried.

084/2020/21 Clerk's Updates. 
• Play Equipment. The clerk had received the quote from HAGS but they were only able to supply 

the parts, not fit them. JH would bring a report to the January meeting for replacing the spinner 
with an inclusive piece of equipment. Resolved to ask Copeland Borough Council to replace the 
cradle seat and to sand and paint the slide. Proposed JM Seconded JH. Carried.
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Bank Statement 12/10/20 14706.59

Cheques Outstanding for Clearance

101312 CALC 059/2020/21 -201.43
101313 Brockbanks 065/2020/21 -2900.00

___________
-3101.43

Receipts Outstanding for Clearance

15/10/20 ENWL Wayleaves 33.01
___________

33.01
___________

Balance after all cleared 11638.17



• Budget. The clerk went through the budget spend by category including spending year to date 
and projected spending and contingencies for the remainder of the year. 

085/2020/21 Parish Councillor Matters. 
• AB asked that the maintenance programme presented by RH be brought again to the next meeting

for further discussion. RH said that he would make a list of all items and he welcomed any input 
from Councillors or members of the public.

• JH said that it would be the 100th anniversary of the war memorial next year and that it needed 
work including regilding. Grants may be available from the War Memorial Trust. RH said that the
memorial was owned jointly with Moresby so we would need to consult with them before any 
work was undertaken.

• WM said that a member of the public had told him that there had been human faeces spread on 
the walls in one of the tunnels under the railway line. 

• WM said that there had been complaints of scrambling bikes coming down from Lowca riding on
the footpaths and going onto the beach. He thought that maybe the police ought to be involved.

• WM raised concerns that the people that had been painting and carrying out work on the war 
memorial and gardens might not be insured if there was an accident. RH said that the painting 
had been agreed and minuted last year and that the gentleman had volunteered to do the upkeep 
afterwards. JM said that she had done the gardening herself.

• ST said that there had been complaints that the memorial had been painted German grey. RH said
that it was igneous grey.

• WM said that he wanted an item on the next agenda about insurance for the public who had asked
questions and been fobbed off. He said there should be a proper discussion about the insurers and
the solicitors.

• ST said that people had asked to have the bus shelter moved from Criffel Road to Ramsey Drive. 
The clerk said that it seemed a little premature to move it while the fight was still ongoing to have
the bus reinstated. AB asked how long we should wait to see if it would be changed back and the 
clerk suggested a review after the site meeting when we should hopefully have a better idea. MR 
said that the school children still use the bus shelter. She said that she thought that the money had 
been raised for the shelter by the children of the youth club. The clerk would obtain quotes for a 
second bus shelter.

086/2020/21 Date of the Next Meeting: Agreed as 6th January 2021

The chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 21.08

Minutes approved as a true and accurate record.

Chair Presiding................................................................................  Date.............................................................
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