
Parton Parish Council Maintenance Programme Proposal.

Introduction: Every Council has a responsibility to ensure its community is safe and well maintained, 
and the best way to do this is to have in place a simple maintenance programme, which identifies 
what needs done, how regularly, by who, and at what cost. In this way the village will be well looked 
after and look the best it can. Parton is a unique village with its own railway station, school, village 
hall, playpark, church, village green, War Memorial,  beach, and bay. The bay attracts 
fishermen/women, canoeists, wind surfers, wild swimmers, sailors and the paragliders launch 
themselves off the cliffs overlooking the northern shore. A veritable multitude of different sports 
and activities, homing in on Parton. It is also on the Coast to Coast cycle and pedestrians route.  Not 
many communities have all these attractions and facilities, especially in such close proximity to   
each other. I’m sure we all agree that all our residents and visitors deserve to have the village 
looking the best that it can. 

Developments

Significant progress over the last eighteen months has been made by:

 Painting the War Memorial

 Painting the Village Hall

 Getting the sub-station on the foreshore painted with attractive murals by The Colourful 
North, courtesy of United Utilities

 Getting the dilapidated sub-station on Criffel road replaced by a new one, courtesy of 
Northern Gas

 Locating fifteen planters around the Village Hall and The Square(kindly maintained, 
voluntarily by Janice Miller and the former Youth Club)

 Adopting the station and locating a flower boat and hanging baskets(kindly maintained by 
Janice Miller)

 Refurbishing the benches near the War Memorial with newly treated timbers and steelwork,
courtesy of Jewson’s

 Getting two new picnic benches and bistro sets, for users of the village hall, courtesy of 
Parton Reunited Community Group and B and Q.

 Clearing overgrown weeds from the paving in and around the War Memorial, and weed 
killed to prevent regrowth

 Getting Network rail to cut back overgrown vegetation on Foundry road, and United Utilities 
to do the same near the treatment works

 Getting the overgrown vegetation on the Lowca road, just before the treatment works, cut 
back, the first time for at least ten years. Similarly at the top of Parton Brow.



 Getting the Ghyll steps and pathway regularly inspected and treated throughout the winter 
months

 Getting a grit and salt bin at the top of the Ghyll steps

 Getting roads in the village cleared of verge side weeds and weed killed to prevent regrowth

 Providing a new noticeboard on Criffel road for residents at the top of the village, to improve
communication

 Getting a new lamppost on Queenies, hopefully soon to be connected

 Getting Seven Acre  and Queenies steps and pathways cut back and weed killed

 Volunteers weeding and tidying the Memorial garden on the foreshore

 Establishing a month long Christmas Tree, annually, on the village green, warmly welcomed 
by the community

So, much has been done to improve things, both by groups of volunteers and individuals, and this 
discussion document is to establish the regular maintenance annually, three yearly and five yearly, 
so, once things are agreed and put in place, it will happen automatically.

Proposals

Other improvements currently being considered are:

 Liaising with the Highways Department to get road markings redefined, speed limit signposts
replaced and repaired, regular roadside maintenance, increased signage highlighting 
motorists and cyclists to be careful while passing through the village, and ensuring 
vegetation is cut back bi-annually. Replacing The Square sign which is corroded and been hit 
by a   wagon, ripping up its foundation. Getting new street and road signs, some of the 
current ones are barely readable. Replacing the Slipway notice on the foreshore which has 
been vandalised. Installing some Life Buoys along the foreshore in case anyone got into 
difficulties(not sure whose remit this may come under)

 Getting the war Memorial cleaned and the lettering repainted

 Replacing the child’s swing on the play park and replacing the omnibus with an all-inclusive 
piece of equipment to enable disabled children to access the play park

 The planting of over four hundred saplings in private gardens and grassed areas agreeable to
Home Group, CCC and CBC, improving the appearance of the village, attracting wildlife and 
bettering the carbon footprint, courtesy of Jolo through the Woodlands Trust

 The planting of twenty mature trees around the village in locations agreeable to Home 
Group, CCC and CBC, courtesy of Parton Reunited Community Group

 Locating a flagpole inside the War Memorial, like many Memorials have, fastened to one of 
the pillars. As far as I am aware we do not need planning permission to erect one, as the 



flying National flags is exempt from these regulations, as it is not advertising. Jane has very 
kindly offered to donate a flagpole she has from her business, and I would be happy to fix it 
into position. 

Thanks must go to all those residents and councillors who have worked so hard to make things 
better, and for continuing positively to do even more.

The Maintenance Programme.

Assets:

The War Memorial.

This is made of Rubislow Aberdeen Granite and is owned by Parton and Moresby Councils. It was 
unveiled by Colonel DJ Mason DSO on 5th November 1921, in loving memory of those very brave 
men who gave their lives in The Great War 1914-1918 and The Second World War 1939-1945. The 
100 year anniversary of the inaugural unveiling is next year.

The railings need wire brushed and painted perhaps every two years to prevent rusting 
Unfortunately they are rusted and weathering discolours the dwarf walls below. Once the railings 
are sealed, that should prevent discolouration and necessitate painting the walls annually, but 
perhaps every three years. At the moment Lee Mckee is very kindly maintaining the walls 
voluntarily, but I would suggest we build the regular painting of the walls, railings and plinths into 
the annual budget and invite tenders to carry out the work. Tenders to clean and re-letter the War 
Memorial itself have already been received for Council to consider, perhaps in the New Year, so the 
work can be commissioned and completed before November 2021. The lowest quote is from Walker
Brothers at Lillyhall, a local company, and the tender includes erection of scaffolding, cleaning the 
War memorial and re-guilding all the lettering, for £600. Anyway Council can consider all tenders 
and decide.

Bus Shelter

Apart from replacing Perspex panels damaged periodically by vandals the only other maintenance 
would be for it to be cleaned annually, probably in the Spring. A resident paid for it to be cleaned 
this year. If the re-routing of the bus route becomes permanent, the shelter would become 
redundant and council could consider getting it re-located to the bus stop adjacent to the football 
field, which is where passengers are likely to wait for the bus, otherwise it is a wasted asset and cost 
over £4000 in October 2010. Consideration should also include school children, but I’m not sure 
where they usually wait, or the schools bus route. It should be a simple process to move the shelter, 
shearing the uprights at the base and re-bolting them in their new location. It may be worth applying
to Stage Coach to pay for this, as it would be their decision that would result in the shelter becoming
obsolete! Many of our residents who use the service are senior citizens and young parents and their 
children and it is simply unfair that they should be exposed to inclement weather because Stage 
Coach changed their bus route. It seems that Council have been aware of this since 2016.

Play Park



Built in August 2011 at a cost of £26,965, the detailed reports identify repairs and replacements that 
need to be made. It hasn’t been painted since its installation but does need to be done at the 
earliest opportunity, perhaps in the spring, and this should happen every five years to prevent 
excessive corrosion due to the saline atmosphere. Tenders could be invited via the PPC Website and 
the village noticeboards. Weekly checks are also needed, by a suitably trained and qualified person 
in order to comply with safety requirements and to satisfy insurance cover. It may be worth making 
enquiries to CBC or independent inspectors to see if they could provide a service and the costs 
involved. Government Guidelines, as of today, plan to keep playgrounds and play parks open, during 
the new lockdown, but this of course could change at any time. Other regular maintenance is 
monthly levelling of the bark and removal of weeds. PPC own the waste bins, purchased for £460 in 
January 2017, and enquiries would need to be made regarding emptying these too. Recent findings 
suggest topping up the bark level. The last time this was done was about five years ago, coming, I 
believe, from the north east, at a cost of over £2000! Suitably approved bark can be ordered online, 
with delivery within three days, at a cost of around £100 per bag, including VAT.                              

Memorial Garden on the Foreshore

Established in 2016. Has not been regularly maintained, and was badly overgrown, but, thanks 
mainly to one of new residents of Ocean Walk, has been weeded and tidied up over recent weeks. 
Suggested maintenance would include bi-annual weeding and re-planting of seasonal flowers. Also, 
the fencing, sleepers and picnic benches have not been touched since it was built several years ago. I
would suggest tenders be invited to get the timber treated, probably in early spring to prevent it 
rotting. The Memorial Garden cost over £17,000 from community funding, is regularly used by 
residents and visitors alike, and should be respectfully well looked after. The sand pit needs perhaps 
two suitably appropriate bulk bags of sand to raise its level.

Noticeboards

The Village Hall Noticeboard was purchased in March 2010 at a cost of £816 plus £89 fitting charge. 
The new one on Criffel cost £165 and was erected voluntarily in February 2020. The Village Hall 
needs some reparation as it leaks in on the left side door. Perhaps some silicon sealant would do the 
job. This is very important now that Summons, Agendas and Minutes are being posted monthly.

Car Park

Opposite the school. Perhaps, at some time in the future, needs to have parking bay lines remarked, 
but not urgently. Some of the timber bumper fences need to be replaced, or perhaps removed and 
replaced by kerbstones. The fencing was painted last year courtesy of Parton reunited Community 
group as a gesture of goodwill for the village. 

Land

There is some land on The Square and between dwellings and the permanent way, Main Street, 
according to our assets list but I am uncertain where this is or if it requires any maintenance. The 
maps provided by CBC are also unclear. Land on the foreshore is, I’m assuming, including the boat 
compound. Fencing around the compound, near the substation, needs repaired, the top fence wires 
tightened, and the vegetation cut back bi-annually. Rent from the boats could, potentially,  cover 
this regular maintenance. I would suggest a noticeboard be bought for the fence, to advertise fishing



and other competitions and hire charges. The vegetation was cut back last year by Neil Cockbain, 
courtesy of Parton Reunited Community group, but should be built into the annual budget so the 
boat yard is kept neat and tidy, for users, residents and the many thousands of visitors that access 
the foreshore and beach every year. Neil also cut back the vegetation to the left of the access tunnel,
on exit and also the pathway and triangle opposite The Station Pub. This is an eyesore, badly 
overgrown, and regularly frequented by rail users. The garages are located on land owned by PPC 
and have the potential to bring valuable finance annually, now that our clerk is to communicate with
tenants who pay ground rent. There are people interested in getting a plot, and council could 
consider these requests to increase annual income for the village. I think it would be advisable to 
establish a tenants agreement clarifying tenants requirements regarding maintaining their garages 
safely, burning waste etc, so expectations are clear for both parties. I would suggest tenants be given
the option of paying their rent annually,  by Direct Debit to save our clerks time and stationary costs.
It may be worth appointing a small working group of councillors to consider developing the 
foreshore land, levels of rent etc. At the moment I believe tenants pay £25 per annum for the 
garages and £10 per annum to keep a boat in the boat compound, but the former clerk didn’t seem 
to be regularly pursuing payment of these rents, denying the parish of these much needed funds.

Play Equipment on the Old Bowling Green, Parton.

I’m uncertain who has responsibility for this play equipment and its upkeep.

Benches

There are some seats and benches around the village, notably on the main road to the left hand side 
of Brewery Brow, on Seven Acres, near the top of the steps onto Parton Brow, near the bungalows 
near the top of The Ghyll steps. I’m not sure who owns these as, according to our asset list, we do 
not. Nevertheless, most of them need painted, and one of them is such bad repair, it should be 
removed. It may be worth contacting CCC, CBC and Home Group, to see if they can shed any light on 
ownership, and if they do own them, to request repair or replacement. The ones on the main road 
are regularly used, particularly by senior citizens from the village.

Future developments (long and short term)

 Improving the traffic situation on the main road, for motorists accessing and exiting the 
village safely

 Pedestrians safely crossing the main road

 Increasing signage around the village, especially the foreshore, encouraging tidiness, 
responsible disposal of dog waste and sensible pet control from owners

 More bins on entry to and exit on the access roads, and on the foreshore, to keep the village
tidy.

 More seats at appropriate locations e.g. near the long tunnel overlooking the sea etc.

 More planters at the top of the village, bought by PPC, but “adopted” by residents and 
planted bi-annually and maintained by them, perhaps in memory of a loved one



 Acquisition of the football field from CBC, possibly then establishing small allotments to rent 
out to interested resident

 Acquisition of the Old Bowling Green, seeking funding for the installation of an all-weather 
synthetic bowling green for senior citizens and other residents, run by a community group of
interested parties

 Getting a bus shelter on the main road near the top of Brewery Brow

 Sowing wild flower seeds around the village, particularly along the foreshore and railway 
embankments, on Queenies and the Ghyll.

 Asking United Utilities to plant fast growing trees and shrubs on the foreshore to eventually 
hide the unsightly treatment works, Certain trees also absorb odours to reduce the pollution

 Asking whoever owns the footpath signs on The Square and foreshore, to repaint the 
lettering

Conclusion

This is simply to instigate discussion on how we can maintain and improve Parton and the 
community in which we live. The proposals are not exhaustive by any means, but merely some 
ideas to consider. I believe an annual meeting with all our service providers would clarify who 
has responsibility for what, when maintenance happens and how often. I think we should 
consider employing a decorator to maintain the various assets we have, like the War Memorial, 
play park and benches, and a length man to address and maintain the vegetation of those areas 
which do not appear to fall under the remit of CCC, CBC or Home Group. We can advertise these 
positions, consider tenders and appoint accordingly after discussion and consideration. Perhaps, 
appointing, these people, initially for twelve months, before extending their contracts, if we are 
happy with their work. 

We are all here, representing the community who elected us, all with a vested interest, all on 
the same team, doing what we can, to make Parton the best that it can be.

I welcome any suggestions and positive additions and proposals.

Thank you.

Kind regards.

Rob.


