
DRAFT MINUTES
Parton Parish Council

Minutes of The Council Meeting 
Held on 23  rd   September 2020 at 7.30pm by Zoom Video Conferencing

Video Link Meeting Opened: 7.29pm

Present: Cllr S Tumelty (Chair), Cllr A Barton, Cllr K Barton, Cllr D Garrett, Cllr J Huck, Cllr R Huck, Cllr J Miller, 
Cllr W Morton, Cllr M Rogan, Cllr J Williamson, Ward Councillor D Banks, County Councillor M Barbour.

Clerk: Mrs J Coltman

Members of the public: 3 via video link.

The Chair declared the meeting open at 7.30pm and thanked everyone for coming.

047/2020/21 Election of Vice Chair. WM proposed MR, MR declined. JM proposed JW, JW declined. Passed over
until the next meeting.

048/2020/21 Approval of Minutes from 27th August. Resolved: Minutes were approved. Proposed WM, 
seconded DG. Carried

049/2020/21 Apologies.  None.

050/2020/21 The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1 (2). The clerk advised that agenda items
19 and 20 would normally be considered confidential. Resolved: To exclude the public and press from items 19 and 20. 
Proposed JH, seconded DG. Carried

051/2020/21 Declarations of Interest. None

052/2020/21 Public Participation. The clerk read out a question on behalf of a member of the public. They asked 
if the Council or some councillors had an agenda towards the village hall or its management committee since this had 
come up on a number of occasions. The councillors discussed contacts that had been made with the village hall and 
attempts to book it and said that they were unsure when it was open or reopening, but they refuted the suggestion that 
there was an agenda against the hall. ST said that he would contact the VHMC and request that a notice be displayed to 
let people know that it was closed temporarily. A member of the public said that they did not think that the question had 
come from the VHMC and the clerk confirmed that it had not.

053/2020/21  Reports from Ward or County Councillors. 
• Councillor Banks reported that tenders had gone out for Parton's flood prevention. He said 

that there was an impasse between the Parish, Copeland and the County Councils over street 
lighting. Most of the street lights had now been allocated to different bodies for responsibility
to maintain, but six street lights remained unallocated. If PPC wish to keep those lights they 
would need to pay to maintain these at total cost in excess of £500 per year, which would 
need to be budgeted for and included in the precept. A lamp that had been replaced but not 
removed almost two years ago is in a dangerous condition and he is pressing CBC for its 
removal on health and safety grounds. CBC has been quoted £5000 by Electricity North West
to connect power from the old lamp to the new one. The clerk advised that the £500 annual 
figure was for routine maintenance only and would not include any repairs and that parish 
councils had been advised by Calc that they should leave negotiations in this matter to 
Calc/Nalc.

• Councillor Barbour supported what Councillor Banks had said, advising that lighting on 
footways was generally the responsibility of Home Housing or CBC, but if it illuminates a 
highway it is the responsibility of CCC. He pointed out that there is no statutory requirement 
for either council to provide lighting, that it is a discretionary service.

054/2020/21 Police Matters. Clerk reported that she had been told that there had been some domestic incidences 
and that the police were patrolling in unmarked vehicles, but there had been no significant issues.   
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055/2020/21 Standing Orders 5(f) Items to be considered.  RH said that the working party last year had looked at
all of these items, so they had been updated fairly recently. Resolved: To accept that there is currently no need to review
any items. Proposed JM, seconded JH. Carried.

056/2020/21 To Record Cllr Huck's Report of 27th May 2020. Resolved to accept the decision record. Proposed 
JH seconded DG. Carried. 

057/2020/21 To Consider the Solicitor's Invoice. WM queried that he had only received a part of a document and 
the clerk explained that for environmental reasons they had only printed the one page which contained the costs 
stipulated by the solicitor as the rest was not relevant to the invoice amount. WM asked if the clerk had received all of 
the emails and the clerk said that from the email chain that she could see, most of the emails had been relayed to him 
through ST. WM and ST queried that the solicitor had invoiced for 35 letters/emails and that they had not received 
them. WM asked if the clerk had received all of the emails and letters, but the clerk said that the emails and letters may 
not have been to the Council, but may have been to or from other parties. WM queried which parties and the clerk 
suggested this item be moved to the end for discussion after the exclusion of press and public. Resolved to discuss the 
matter after the exclusion of press and public. Proposed JW seconded JM. Carried

058/2020/21 To Consider any Planning Applications. None.

059/2020/21 Payments for Approval. The clerk stated that the second item for approval could only be decided 
upon after item 11 was decided upon at the end of the meeting, so only the first item could currently be approved. 
Resolved: To approve payment of the Calc membership subscription. Proposed JH seconded AB. Carried.

Cheque Payee Details Amount

101312 CALC Membership £201.43

 
060/2020/21 Finance.

WM queried the amount paid to R Huck and the clerk referred to the minute and explained that this was reimbursing Mr
Huck for out of pocket expenses including stationery and the job advertisement. ST said that it had all been minuted and
agreed. Resolved: To agree the finance report. Proposed DG, seconded JM. Carried.

061/2020/21 Clerk's Updates. 
• Play Equipment. The clerk was in contact with HAGS to try to get replacement parts. The 

inspection report carried out just prior to reopening had said that the bark needed to be topped up,
but it had not been highlighted as an urgent item. RH had obtained a quote for the bark which he 
would pass on to the clerk. WM asked how many bags we should get and RH said that it should 
go onto the agenda and asked the clerk to include it for the next meeting.

• Village Hall Management Committee. There was an outstanding amount that had been claimed 
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Bank Statement 12/08/20 16787.89

Cheques Outstanding for Clearance

101282 Cheer Force Knights 11.09.19/19 -150.00
101286 Lowca P C 020/2020/21 -103.13
101287 Copeland BC 020/2020/21 -398.34
101288 BHIB 020/2020/21 -307.89
101307 J Coltman 020/2020/21 -357.35
101308 HMRC 020/2020/21 -89.20
101309 J Coltman 020/2020/21 -164.19
101310 R Huck 020/2020/21 -586.20
101311 G Airey 042/2020/21 -75.00

___________
-2231.30

___________
Balance after cheques cleared 14556.59



from the Council for village hall hire and payment for work on the play park. The clerk had 
checked the figures and discovered that a payment of £200 had not been allocated to the 
Council's account, which meant that the Council was in credit for the hall hire account. There was
additional work carried out in the play park in March that had not been invoiced, which meant 
that the total outstanding was now reduced to £175, including the amount for March. The clerk 
has also written a letter to the chair of the VHMC that she will pass on through ST, asking if they 
can clarify the queries that have been raised by councillors previously. WM asked who had asked 
questions and the clerk stated that it was from the Council at previous meetings. DG asked who 
the chair of the VHMC was, but the clerk did not know. DG asked WM who the chair was, but he
did not know. ST stated that the last Zoom meeting had been chaired by Louise Musson and he 
asked a member of the public if they could clarify the situation. They said that Louise had stood 
in for the chair, Mr Young, but he believed that he was stepping down and the new chair had not 
been decided upon. 

• Memorial Garden. The clerk had written to a resident who has a bench in the memorial garden to 
ask if there was an application process or any policy in place when this was agreed. The clerk had
been unable to find one and so they had not been able to respond to a request for the same. If the 
resident is unable to shed any light on the process or any policy that may exist, then the Council 
will have to decide upon one for future requests.

• Bank. The clerk had been unable to obtain a current statement or discuss any account related 
matters when they were in the branch as they were not a signatory to the account. They suggested
that the Council may consider adding them as a signatory for administrative reasons, but not for 
signing cheques. JH asked if WM was a signatory but the clerk was not aware that he was and 
WM said that he should have been off the list nine months ago.
Resolved: To approve the clerk's updates. Proposed JH, seconded RH. Carried

062/2020/21 To Consider Training.  Calc are running a number of virtual training sessions which were offered to 
the councillors. Resolved: To enrol the clerk, JH, RH and ST on suitable courses. 

063/2020/21 To Approve an Additional Signatory to the Bank Account. JH proposed ST to be added to which he
agreed. Resolved: ST to become a signatory to the account. Proposed JH, seconded RH. Carried.  

064/2020/21 Parish Councillor Matters. 
• RH wanted to bring a proposed maintenance programme to the next meeting. He would write a 

report to bring to the Council. He would also like the Council to consider purchasing a flagpole 
for the war memorial and again would bring this matter to the next meeting. He asked that the 
clerk write to the railway to thank them for the excellent job done on the tunnel and asked the 
clerk to bring a summary of budget savings to the next meeting so that they could be vired if 
needed. 

• JH suggested providing play equipment for disabled children. As some items needed repairing, if 
they were beyond economical repair, then more inclusive items should be considered. She would 
obtain quotes and bring a report to the next meeting. The clerk was waiting for repair costs from 
HAGS and hoped to have those figures for the next meeting too. JH said that she thought there 
might be grants available and the clerk said that she would look into it.

• AB mentioned that work was needed in the memorial garden and that there were weeds 
throughout the village. RH said that would be incorporated in his proposed maintenance 
programme and asked everybody to let him know about any other areas that they thought should 
be included before the next meeting.

• ST said that the bus shelter on Criffel Road had been damaged again. RH stated that there was 
£100 allocated to this in the budget as it happens every couple of years. The clerk would make 
arrangements for the repair to be carried out. 

Members of the public left the meeting

065/2020/21 To Consider the Solicitor's Invoice. An amendment was put forward to delay the payment until the 
next meeting as WM wanted more information. In favour of the amendment WM, MR and JW. The amendment fell. 
Resolved: To accept and pay the solicitor's invoice. Proposed JH, seconded DG, supported by AB, KB, RH and JM.

Cheque Payee Details Amount

101313 Brockbanks Legal Services £2,900.00
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066/2020/21 To Consider the Clerk's Salary. Resolved: To approve the increase to the clerk's salary from 1st 
April 2020 in line with the new NJC scales. Proposed RH, seconded JH.

067/2020/21 Councillor Code of Conduct Discussion. Councillors discussed the conduct standards that they are 
expected to meet and emphasised the ways in which this also applies to social media interactions and posts.

068/2020/21 Date of the Next Meeting: Confirmed as 11th November 2020.

The chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 21.43

Minutes approved as a true and accurate record.

Chair Presiding................................................................................  Date.............................................................
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