
Agenda item 16 Litter Bin Emptying 

Summary 

This Council needs to dispose of litter in its bin  

Background 
 
The Council has one litter bin at Shore Green which has been the subject of a contract with the 
Borough Council for a number of years now for its emptying and disposal of the litter.  
 
Legal 
 
Litter Act 1983, ss.5 (1) and 5(2) 
 
Details 
 
The litter bin has been on the Shore Green for a number of years. Clearly it requires to be emptied 
regularly. The Borough Council wrote to the chair (which arrived after the summons for the last 
meeting was issued) enquiring as to whether we wished to continue with the service this current 
financial year at a cost of £5.95 per bin collection.  
 
Subsequently the Monitoring emailed the chair on the evening of our last meeting insisting that we 
make a decision on accepting, or otherwise, this service at that meeting. The item could not have 
been on the agenda due to the late notice from the Borough Council and therefore it would not have 
been lawful to make a decision despite the Monitoring Officer’s insistence.  
 
It had been my intention to call an EGM for the following week to secure a decision as soon as 
possible. However, after a visit to the Doctor, I was advised, in accordance with the then rules over 
coronavirus, to self-isolate for a week and was therefore unable to hold a meeting. Events on the 
virus then moved on. 
 
We had agreed to include a sum of money in our budget for this service so I took that as a decision, 
rightly or wrongly, to accept this service on behalf of our Council in view of the Monitoring Officer’s 
insistence. I hope that members agree with that action 
 
The situation the Monitoring officer sought to place me in made me realise that we needed to have 

some arrangement in place for urgent decisions to be taken between meetings. Hence agenda item 

15 

Budget Implications 

The Budget includes a sum of £180 for this service 
 

Risk Management Implications 

If we do not enter into the proposed contract then we either engage another contractor or a 
Councillor undertakes the work and then takes the refuse possibly to Frizington Household Waste 
Recycling Centre. However, as the name suggests that is for Household waste and I believe that, 
legally this would be trade waste and for which there needs to be a fee for its disposal. The 



Councillor would also probably need a Waste Carrier Licence. A fine of up to £5000 can be levied for 
anyone carrying waste for business purposes without a licence. A 3 year licence costs £250.  

One other risk has been minimised – I did not have corona virus! 

Recommendation 

That the Council approves of the Chair’s action 


