
Parton Parish Council 
 

All Members of Parton Parish Council are hereby summoned to attend a Meeting of the Parish 

Council which will be held in the St Bridget's C Of E Primary School 52 Main St, Parton, Whitehaven 

CA28 6NY 

on Wednesday March 11th 2020  commencing at or about 8.30 pm 

Signed                                                               Dated 6th March 2020. 
 
Robert Huck Chair Parton Parish Council (rmhuck21@live.co.uk . Fairholme, Foundry Road, Parton, 

Whitehaven, Cumbria, CA28 6PA. Phone 07484 898938  

(Meeting called in accordance with para 9(1) of Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 and 
para 7 of Parton Parish Council’s Standing Orders.) 
 
 
 
Agenda 
 
Before the Council proceeds with its usual business Interviews will be held for the position of Clerk. 

It is anticipated that this may take an hour and a half. During this time Members of the Public will 

not be permitted entry to the School as Interviews need to be undertaken in confidence. 

 

Following the conclusion of Interviews the Business will be as follows if time permits 

 

Welcome and introduction by the Chair. Can it please be noted that recording of the meeting is 

permitted but anyone doing so should notify the Chair. In the event that any recording is to be publicly 

transmitted then it will be necessary for the recorder to obtain the approval of the persons present. 

Filming of the meeting is permissible but not filming of the Public Participation part of this evening as 

that is not, legally, part of the Council Meeting.  

 

Public Participation.  Before the meeting formally commences the public are invited to raise questions 

on matters on the Agenda. Answers may be provided if the information to do so is at hand. No 

response will be provided on matters of confidentiality. A question shall not require a response at the 

meeting nor start a debate on the question. If Parishioners wish to have a written answer could they 

please leave their name and address with the clerk. No decisions can be made by Council on any 

matter raised as the Council, by law, is required to have three days’ notice of any matter that is to be 

voted upon (Local Government Act Schedule 12 applies). Parishioners are requested to limit their time 
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to no more than two minutes please and the maximum period of time allotted for this section, at the 

Chair’s discretion, will be 15 minutes. A person who speaks at a meeting shall direct his comments to 

the Chair of the meeting. Only one person is permitted to speak at a time. If more than one person 

wants to speak, the Chair of the meeting shall direct the order of speaking.  

 

1.   To receive Apologies from Councillors – To receive any apologies for absence 

 

2.   To approve the Minutes of the meeting of the 20th February 2020         

       Recommended: that the Minutes be approved. 

 

3.   Matters arising from the approved minutes not otherwise on the Agenda. (Note: This is only for 

updating members on matters and progress and not for any decision. Any confidential matters will be 

dealt with after a resolution to exclude press and public has been approved.)  

 

4.  Declarations of Interest –  

(a) To receive disclosures of personal and disclosable interests from Councillors on matters to be 

considered at the meeting. 

(Note: The disclosure must include the nature of the interest. If you become aware, during the 

course of a meeting, of an interest that has not been disclosed under this item you must 

immediately disclose it. You may remain in the meeting and take part fully in discussion and voting 

unless the interest is prejudicial. 

Councillors are reminded that they need to be mindful of whether, if a member of the public with 

knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard it as so significant that it is likely to 

prejudice your judgement of the public interest and it relates to a financial or regulatory matter 

then it should be declared.) 

 

(b) To consider any Dispensation Requests received (by the Parish Clerk) and not previously 

considered. 

 

5.    Reports from Working Groups or Councillors – Where any working group or Councillors has been 

considering any matter under instructions from Council and is ready to report back a brief report 

with proposed motion should be provided, to enable members to understand the issues, three 

days before the meeting. 

  



 Nothing to Report  

 

6.   Reports from Copeland Borough and Cumbria County Council Ward Councillors.  

       Verbal reports on matters relating to Parton may be aired at this point but no decision may be 

       Made other than where a decision is required for the matter to be referred to the next Council 

       meeting 

 

7.  To consider any planning applications referred to the Council for consultation.  

      -  There are none 

 

8. To confirm appointment of Parish Clerk 

 

9.  Finance Report 

 

1. The Council has a legal duty to ensure that it regularly reviews its budget against proposed 

expenditure as part of its risk assessment requirements to minimise the risk to public money. 

As part of that obligation, comments about budget provision are included in reports on matters 

considered by members. It is proposed that at each Council meeting a spreadsheet will be 

presented along the lines of that at the foot of this agenda. This lists, down its left hand side, 

each budget heading and the sum approved by Council for that budget element at our January 

2020 meeting. Income is in blue. The ongoing expenditure from that heading will be added 

with a running total of the balance left available for each budget item. Members will then be 

able to see at a glance just how much funding is left for each element of our budget and that 

should facilitate better budget management than in the past. 

 

2.  
 

2.  Cheques cleared at the Bank since our last meeting Minute ref. Power ref. 

 Planting of the War Memorial    
(J&R Bennett)     
 

£318.60 10.07.19/13 War Memorials 
(Local Authorities’ 
Powers) Act 1923 s 1 
as extended by Local 
Government Act 
1948 s 133 

 CBC Grounds Maintenance   
Please refer to the grass cutting  

£ 206.57 09.10.19/13 Please refer to grass 
cutting report 

Total Cheques cleared at the Bank since our last 
meeting  

£525.17  

 
Current Balance at the Bank 6th March 2020 

 
£9,234.37 

 



 

Cheques outstanding for clearance  Minute ref. Power ref. 

 CRUG £10.00 20.20.20/18  

 Notice Board – Criffel Road Bus Shelter 
 
 

£195.00 11.09.19/20 s. 111 Local 
Government Act 
1972 

 Donation to the group - World Cheer Leaders 
Competition in Las Vegas (Cheer Force Knights) 

 
£150.00 

11.09.19/19 LGA s.137 

Total Cheques outstanding for clearance £355.00  
 
 
Current Balance of Reserves 

 
 
£9,234.37 

  

 
Balance of Reserves  
(once cheques outstanding have been cleared) 
 

 
£8,879.37 

 

 
           
The Balance of the overall reserves (less payments for approval = Nil) will be £8,879.37 and which is 
66.5 % of the proposed precept for the next financial year.  
 
At our last meeting we resolved that the reserves for future years after 2020/2021 should not fall 
below 70% of our annual precept. 
 
Expenditure for the current financial year is £1,763.97 above the precept we set.  It was not until after 
the dismissal of our Clerk that Councillors were made aware that the Council was spending beyond its 
precept and that lack of knowledge can only lead to poor financial management. Hence the need for 
the table at the foot of this agenda. 
 
Our Internal Auditor and the former Chair, signed off the annual governance statement and  Internal 
Auditor’s report stating that we did exercise appropriate budgetary control and which appears to 
have been incorrect. The Internal Auditor has advised that he had limited terms of reference from 
our Clerk such that he was not required to report on the extent of our budgetary control as required 
by the Practitioners' Guide issued by the Joint Panel on Accountability and Governance. That Panel 
advises on the preparation by smaller authorities, such as our Council, of the statutory annual 
governance and Internal audit reports.    
 
Going forward we will be compliant with The Accounts and Audit Regulations of 2015 as I 
highlighted in the Internal Auditor report (February Council). 
 
Recommended that - The report be noted  
 
 
 
10. Councillor Matters – This is for Councillors to raise any matters of concern or interest to Parton   

they wish to share with Council. It is not for making decisions, as three days’ notice has not been 
given. However matters may appear on the next agenda if that is members wish. If Councillors 
wish to have a decision on a matter at this meeting then a report with a proposed motion should 
be provided to the Clerk at least 7 clear days prior to the meeting (not including the date it is sent 
or date of the meeting or a Sunday SO 9a (b)so that it can be added to the Agenda. 

 



 
 

DESCRIPTION 
BUDGET  
2020-21 

Total in 
approved 

Budget 

Actual 
Expenditure 

to date 

BALANCE 
REMAINING IN 
BUDGET 

STAFF  
SALARY 

TOTAL STAFF SALARY  1750.00     

EXPENSES TOTAL EXPENSES (including travel) 380.00     

INLAND REVENUE  
(HMRC)  

included in staff salary       

AUDITOR 
CONSULTANTS 

&  
LEGAL 

  

INTERNAL AUDITOR 70.00     

SUBSCRIPTIONS (CALC or other) 200.00     

SUBSCRIPTIONS (other) 10.00     

SUBSCRIPTIONS SLCC 200.00     

LEGAL COSTS       

GDPR / DPA REGISTRATION 40.00     

TOTAL AUDITOR, CONSULTANTS & LEGAL       

OFFICE  
&  

RENT 

        

TELEPHONE / POSTAGE / STATIONARY 100.00     

VILLAGE HALL RENT  462.00     

ST. BRIDGETS VILLAGE SCHOOL RENT 50.00     

WEBSITE 50.00     

TOTAL OFFICE & RENTAL       

RECRUITMENT  
&  

TRAINING 

  

STAFF TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT 400.00     

MEMBER TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT 200.00     

TOTAL RECRUITMENT & TRAINING       

ASSET  
MANAGEMENT  

&  
MAINTENANCE 

  

NOTICE BOARD REPAIRS & RENEWAL 300.00     

GRASS CUTTING 300.00     

Football Field grass cutting      

        

ALL OTHER VILLAGE ASSETS 500.00     



GROUNDS MAINTENANCE  1032.85     

VILLAGE PLAY AREA MAINTENANCE / UPKEEP 2500.00     

INSPECTION OF PLAY EQUIPMENT 100.00     

WASTE BIN COLLECTION 180.00     

SHORELINE DEBRIS (WASTE COLLECTION) 100.00     

BUS SHELTER 1000.00     

BUS SHELTER REPAIRS  100.00     

PURCHASE OF NEW BENCHES & PURCHASE 
OF NEW BINS 

     

WAYLEAVES  100.00     

HARDWARE OFFICE ASSETS 950.00     

PUBLICATIONS 110.00     

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 300.00     

TOTAL ASSET MANAGEMENT & 
MAINTENANCE 

      

INSURANCE 

  

COUNCIL INSURANCE  338.68     

LOWCA FOOTBRIDGE INSURANCE 148.00     

TOTAL INSURANCE       

ELECTIONS  

  

ELECTIONS 2020-21 280.00     

TOTAL ELECTIONS / BI ELECTIONS       

EVENTS 

  

VE DAY 2020 30.00     

CIVIC HOSPITALITY 50.00     

REMEMBERANCE SUNDAY - NOV' 2020 
EVENT 

100.00     

TOTAL EVENTS       

COMMUNITY  
GRANTS  

& 
DONATIONS 

  

 s137 and other Grants 1100.00     

TOTAL COMMUNITY GRANTS / DONATIONS       

LOANS 
  

        

  TOTAL LOANS       

GENERAL  
RESERVES 

  

TOTAL GENERAL RESERVES       



CONTINGENCY 

  

        

TOTAL CONTINGENCY       

TOTAL  
EXPENDITURE 

        

CURRENT 
BALANCE 

(reserves carried 
forward) 

(YEAR END) 

        

PRECEPT Total Expenditure less income       

GARAGES / 
PARKING INCOME 

        

FOOTBALL FIELD         

ALLOTMENT 
INCOME 

        

BANK  
INTEREST 

        

COUNCIL TAX 
Support Scheme 

Grant 
        

WEBSITE 
ADVERTISING 

        

VAT REFUND         

TOTAL INCOME         

 
 
 
 


