
Parton Parish Council 
 

All Members of Parton Parish Council are hereby summoned to attend a Meeting of the Parish 

Council which will be held in the Parton Village Hall Parton CA28 6RJ on Thursday February 20th 2020  

commencing at 7.30 pm 

Signed                  Dated 15th February 2020. 
Robert Huck Chair Parton Parish Council (rmhuck21@live.co.uk . Fairholme, Foundry Road, Parton, 

Whitehaven, Cumbria, CA28 6PA. phone 07484 898938 )  

(Meeting called in accordance with para 9(1) of Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 
1972 and para 7 of Parton Parish Council’s Standing Orders.) 
 
 
 
Agenda 
 
Welcome and introduction by the Chair. Can it please be noted that recording of the meeting is 
permitted but anyone doing so should notify the Chair. In the event that any recording is to be 
publicly transmitted then it will be necessary for the recorder to obtain the approval of the persons 
present. Filming of the meeting is permissible but not filming of the Public Participation part of this 
evening as that is not, legally, part of the Council Meeting.  
 
It may be the case that this meeting may need to be longer than the 75 minutes set by Standing 
Order3(a). That standing order indicates that any extension may be for not longer than 15 minutes. 
This requirement may need to be invoked. In the event that it appears that that may not be long 
enough then some items on this agenda may be referred to our March Meeting.  
 
Public Participation.  Before the meeting formally commences the public are invited to raise 

questions on matters on the Agenda. Answers may be provided if the information to do so is at 

hand. No response will be provided on matters of confidentiality. A question shall not require a 

response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. If Parishioners wish to have a written 

answer could they please leave their name and address with the clerk. No decisions can be made by 

Council on any matter raised as the Council, by law, is required to have three days’ notice of any 

matter that is to be voted upon (Local Government Act Schedule 12 applies). Parishioners are 

requested to limit their time to no more than two minutes please and the maximum period of time 

allotted for this section, at the Chair’s discretion, will be 15 minutes. A person who speaks at a 

meeting shall direct his comments to the Chair of the meeting. Only one person is permitted to 

speak at a time. If more than one person wants to speak, the Chair of the meeting shall direct the 

order of speaking.  

Members of the Public are requested to respect the Council’s need to conclude its business within 

the time prescribed by our Standing Orders and limit the length of their questions. Only matters 

on the agenda will be dealt with as per standing orders 

mailto:rmhuck21@live.co.uk


1.   To receive Apologies from Councillors – To receive any apologies for absence 
 
2.   To approve the Minutes of the meeting of the 8th January 2020 and the EGM held on the 16th 
January 2020 
        
       Recommended: that the Minutes be approved. 
 
3.   Matters arising from the approved minutes not otherwise on the Agenda.  

(Note: This is only for updating members on matters and progress and not for any decision. Any 
confidential matters will be dealt with after a resolution to exclude press and public has been 
approved.)  

 
4.  Declarations of Interest –  
 

(a) To receive disclosures of personal and disclosable interests from Councillors on matters to 
be considered at the meeting. 

(Note: The disclosure must include the nature of the interest. If you become aware, during the 

course of a meeting, of an interest that has not been disclosed under this item you must 

immediately disclose it. You may remain in the meeting and take part fully in discussion and 

voting unless the interest is prejudicial. 

Councillors are reminded that they need to be mindful of whether, if a member of the public 

with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard it as so significant that it is likely 

to prejudice your judgement of the public interest and it relates to a financial or regulatory 

matter then it should be declared.) 

 

(b) To consider any Dispensation Requests received (by the Parish Clerk) and not previously 

considered. 

 
5.    Reports from Working Groups or Councillors – Where any working group or Councillors has 

been considering any matter under instructions from Council and is ready to report back a brief 
report with proposed motion should be provided, to enable members to understand the issues, 
three days before the meeting. 

  
 Nothing to Report  
 
6.   Reports from Copeland Borough and Cumbria County Council Ward Councillors.  
       Verbal reports on matters relating to Parton may be aired at this point but no decision may be 
       Made other than where a decision is required for the matter to be referred to the next Council 
       meeting 
 
7.  To consider any planning applications referred to the Council for consultation.  
      -  There are none 
 
 
  
8.  Finance Report 
 



Balance of reserves from the minutes of 
previous meeting as shown on bank 
statement on 08.01.20 is:- 
 

£11,120.46    

Cheques now cleared at the bank   
 Mr JC Shaw  Salary         

Mr JC Shaw Expenses 
GNAA Grant  
Lowca Footbridge                       
CBC Waste Collection             
Website /WordPress                   
HMRC (Mr JC Shaw Income Tax) 
 

£ 720.00 
£   54.61        
£ 150.00 
£ 148.00  
£   24.31   
£   84.00 
£ 180.00 

  

Now cleared this shows a balance of  £9,759.54 
 

  

Cheques signed & pending but outstanding for clearance   
  Nil   
Invoices Received to be considered for our next meeting 
(all awaiting further clarification)   

  

     
     
     
Payments For Approval  
 Minute ref. Power ref. s.137 grant 

s.137 LGA 1972  

 

 Planting of the War Memorial    
(J&R Bennett)     
 

£318.60 10.07.19/13 War 
memorials 
(Local 
Authorities’ 
Powers) Act 
1923 s 1 as 
extended by 
Local 
Government 
Act 1948 s 133 

 

  
Donation to the group - World Cheer 
Leaders Competition in Las Vegas 
 

 
£150 

 
11.09.19/19 

 
LGA s.137 

 
 as Council 

considers that this 
Benefits residents 

of the parish 
 
 

 
Notice Board – Criffel Road Bus 
Shelter 
 
As the Clerk took no action over this 
decision the Chair stood in and just 
made the provision following a 
request from a member of the Public 
at a public participation session. 
Council authorised expenditure of net 
£175.   The Chair is happy to pay the  
difference as total cost was £195.  

 
£175 

 
11.09.19/20 

 
s. 111 Local 
Government 
act 1972 

 



  
CBC Grounds Maintenance   
Please refer to the grass cutting 
report   
 

 
£ 206.57 
 

 
09.10.19/13 

Please refer to 
grass cutting 
report 

 

  
 Total payments for Approval £850.17   

 
 

      
Balance of reserves  
(Less current pending payments)  

£9,759.54 
 

   

Balance of reserves  
(Les Payments for approval)  

£8,909.37 
 

   

 
Balance £9,759.54 as of the bank statement 14.02.20 (available funds less orders for payment). The 

Balance of the overall reserves (less payments for approval) will be £8,909.37. 

As has already been reported to Council, after the clerk was dismissed, it was discovered that the 
Council had a balance of some £42 from this year/s precept. As part of the Council's duty 
under Regulation 5(1) of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 we are required, at each 
Council,  to monitor the budget against each payment the Council agrees to approve and take 
corrective action as necessary if we are exceeding the budget line. Council should be advised as to 
what is in a budget for any particular item when asked to approve expenditure and the balance left 
for that item. For example we have agreed a certain sum for grants each year so whenever an 
application for a grant is being considered the Council has to know what the budget line is and the 
balance left for grants. The former Clerk never provided this advice and as a result Councillors were 
asked to approved expenditure in the absence of knowledge of whether any funds were 
available. Hence the negligible sum left from the precept with some four months left of the financial 
year.  Each report that now comes to Council has a paragraph specifically relating to budget matters 
so that we can evidence that we comply with our legal duty.  
 
At the October Meeting minute 14 reads 
 

14. Motion at each council meeting a spreadsheet is provided by the clerk 
showing all expenditure incurred during the financial year to whom (unless the 
DPA prevents such disclosure in which case should be confidential and for what 
purpose The spreadsheet should also include the minute number against which 
the expenditure was approved and the legal power the council has to incur that 
expenditure (Mrs Huck) It was agreed to defer the matter until the half year 
accounts were discussed at the November 2019 meeting 

 
This sought to correct that failure of budget monitoring. The Clerk declined to follow this 
requirement so nothing was ever provided to Council.  
 
As a result the above items of expenditure will need to be from Reserves 
 
Recommended that - The payments above be authorised and that they be met from reserves  
 
 
 

 



 
B)Budget 2020-2021 Congratulations Parton parish Councillors for actually approving and 
submitting our first legal precept drawn up with full budget and working papers. 
 

 The precept calculation,  

 traditional paper calculation,  

 the Parton Parish Council Budget  

 and the minute reference from the Budget approval meeting Agenda 8(B) 08.01.20 was sent 
to officers Mrs Anne Fearon (Financial Management Technician)  and Mr Steven Brown 
(Responsible Financial Officer) at Copeland Borough Council. Receipt was confirmed on the 
same day 14.01.20 at 12:28pm.  As an aide memoire Council chose to adopt Option Nine.  

 
OPTION NINE 
Precept as per the Budget with no transfer of the Football Field and no benches and litter bins 
£13,348.52 
Charge per Band D property £63.20 per annum. 
 
9.  Reserves Policy – See report and recommendation attached 
 
10. Meetings of the Parish Council and Parish  

Having agreed to move to bi-monthly meetings Council now needs to agree a calendar of 
meetings (for the second Wednesday of the month as per Standing Orders) for this next year. 
Council has also to set the date of the annual parish meeting (as per para 14(1) and 14(2) of 
Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972). This must be held sometime between the 1st 
March and 1st June. This is not a Council meeting, but rather is a meeting of local government 
electors registered to vote in Parton. Persons not registered to vote in Parton please note.  

An Annual Parish Meeting is for the purpose of discussing parish affairs. There is no statutory 
definition or case law to determine what constitutes a “parish affair”. NALC is of the view that a 
parish affair could be any local issue, activity, subject matter which specifically affects the Parish 
and which a parish meeting may wish to discuss, debate and potentially influence. If anyone has 
an item they would wish to have discussed then please contact the Chair. There should be a 
presentation of the Parish Council year and from the Village Hall Management as well as any 
voluntary organisations in Parton 
 
 
It is recommended that  
 
1. The following be the Council meeting dates for 2020/21 
May 13th – Council Annual meeting 
July 8th 
September10th 
November 11th - Budget and annual Internal Auditor Report meeting 
January 13th – this must set the date for the Annual Parish meeting 
March  1Oth 

         

2. That the parish meeting be held in the Village Hall on the 4th May 2020 commencing at 7.30. 
3. Whilst it has been the practice to provide refreshments but budget constraints  really 

prevent this so they will not be provided 
 
11. Grants Scheme – Report and recommendation attached 



 
12. VE Day - Report and recommendation attached 
 
13. Appointment of Internal Auditor – Report and recommendation attached 
 
14. Grass Cutting Contract –Report and recommendations attached 
 
Depending on time a Motion may be required around this stage to refer the following matters to 
the March Meeting – all items below except for the confidential item 
 
15. Street Lighting – Report and recommendation attached 
 
16. Mr Shaw’s Lap top 
 

In May 2014 Council agreed, at minute 13, that it would contribute to a new lap top for our  Clerk, 
up to a maximum of £250 if Moresby Parish Council also met half the cost and which it did. Parton 
Parish Council therefore has a lien over that lap top. Its value will have reduced over the years and 
a cursory examination of Amazon suggests that it may anywhere between £70 and £100. Moresby 
Parish Council has indicated that, in its view, it’s second hand value is £60 and is willing to 
reimburse us £30. 
 

Recommended: That the sum of £30 be accepted and upon its receipt the Parton Parish Council 
relinquishes all claims on the lap top 

 
17. Appointment of Parish Clerk 
       Members have received copies of the applications received and it was to be recommended that   
       all applicants be invited for interview on the 26th February 2020. One applicant is out of the     
       Country at that time and will not be returning until the 1st March. I would suggest then that  
        interviews are held at our 11th March Council meeting 
 
18. CRUG 

We are a corporate member, at a cost of £10 per annum, of Cumbria Coast Rail Users Group 

(CRUG). It appears to be some kind of subsidiary of the Campaign for Better Transport (registered 

charity). A search of its web site does not seem to find any mention of Parton. Council may wish 

to consider what benefits it secures from being a member of the group.  

Whilst we are only concerned with the sum of £10 we have been using reserves since December 

due to the financial position our former Responsible Financial Officer left us in. Members will 

remember the Budget discussion and of the ten options we considered with each meaning less 

income for the Council. We opted for option nine and as such money is going be tight all year so 

we really need to watch the pennies and spend on matters that are important to our Parish 

Recommended That Council does not renew its membership of CRUG  

19. Petition against Parton Parish Council:  
 

The petition requesting the dissolution of the Parish Council was considered by Copeland 
Borough Council.  

       
A petition in support of our Council having 310 signatures, and more than the dissolution 
petition, was handed in to the Borough Council on the 10th.  This included some signatures from 



individuals who commented that they were unaware of what they were signing on the 
dissolution petition and wanted to switch, when they were better informed. 

 
Copeland Council decided to refer both petitions to the Council's Standards and Ethics 
Committee. I am unclear as to what is an expected outcome from that Committee. Whilst it can 
deal with individual Councillors it does not seem to have legal powers to intervene in Parish 
business otherwise than by consensus or a Governance Review (abolition of a Parish).The petition 
calling for our Council to be dissolved did not attain sufficient signatures for any governance 
review.   

 
Interestingly, I did contact the Borough Council’s Solicitor’s last September to see if he could 
assist over issues we were having with our Clerk but he advised that he was too busy with 
Copeland work which is understandable. I also asked the Monitoring Officer in early December if 
Copeland could assist us and she replied along the lines of “we do not have any spare resource to 
assist with your request.” Thus we have sought assistance from Copeland to no avail. 

       
      Recommended that the position be noted 
 
20. Councillor Matters – This is for Councillors to raise any matters of concern or interest to Parton 

they wish to share with Council. It is not for making decisions as three days’ notice has not been 
given. However matters may appear on the next agenda if that is members wish. If Councillors 
wish to have a decision on a matter at this meeting then a report with a proposed motion should 
be provided to the Clerk at least 7 clear days prior to the meeting (not including the date it is sent 
or date of the meeting or a Sunday SO 9a (b)so that it can be added to the Agenda. 

 
21. Exclusion of the Press and Public - proposed - That, in accordance with the provisions of s1(2) of 

the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from this 

meeting at this point in view of the confidential nature of the business specified in items 4 and 5, 

it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they 

are instructed to withdraw as the public interest at this time in maintaining the exemption in para 

1 outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 

22. Confidential letters 
 


