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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parton Parish Council. 

Held on  11th December  2019 at Parton Village Hall Parton, CA28 6RJ 

Starting at 7.30 pm 

  

1. Attendance: Chairman Cllr R. Huck, and Cllrs Mr A. Barton, Mr. D.A. Garrett, Mrs J. Huck, Mrs. 
J.E. Miller, Mr W.  Morton, Mr. S. Tumelty, 

Apologies received from:  

Cllr S Rogan and Cllr M Rogan (In Glasgow); and Cllr K Barton (work commitments) 

No Apologies received: Cllr J Williamson 

Borough Councillors Mr Banks and Mrs Bowman also present. All had been personally invited by 
email on the 7

th
 December 2019. 

10 members of the public were present 

 Public Participation.  (10 members of the public) 

The public were advised by the Chair that this was not part of the actual meeting and was for 
questions about items on the agenda. Questions should be through the Chair and limited to 
discussion for no more than 2 minutes and that the session would be for no more than 15 minutes. 

A member of the public enquired as to the whereabouts of the Clerk. The Chair reminded the public 
that this part of the meeting was for questions about items on the agenda. Persisting with the enquiry 
the lady was advised that staffing matters are confidential and not for public discussion.  Borough 
Councillor Banks agreed. 

Mr Hayes asked a series of question during which he was challenging the accuracy of minutes and 
the correct methodology by which minutes should be constructed suggesting that all parts of a 
discussion should be included. Approval of minutes is Council business and not for the public to 
approve. 

From here the meeting gradually became disorderly and the Chair advised that he may end the 
meeting. Cllr J Bowman suggested a statement of the legal position may Assist. This is set out below 
to address matters raised by the public. 

The Good Councillor Guide is a useful document on process and can be found 
here http://www.dorset-aptc.gov.uk/DAPTC-Web/UserFiles/Files/Good-Councillors-
Guide%202018.pdf 

On Page 16 it says that “A council must do what the law requires it to do” and  “A council may do only 
what the law says it may do.” A question was raised about a grant to the Air Ambulance and why the 
Chair had sought advice on the benefit to the residents of Parton. When we decide to make a grant 
available we have to see what legal power we have to make that grant. Once we decide what power 
we are to rely then we have to consider any conditions in that law that must be met before we can 
give the grant. Many grant giving powers indicate that we must be satisfied that Parton Tax Payers 
money is being used for the benefit of Parton. Hence the need to ask if this conditions will be met 

Mr Hayes questioned whether a motion at the EGM of the 21
st
 November complied with Standing 

Orders that require notice with 4 Councillors signing that motion given about 7 days before a meeting. 

http://www.dorset-aptc.gov.uk/DAPTC-Web/UserFiles/Files/Good-Councillors-Guide%202018.pdf
http://www.dorset-aptc.gov.uk/DAPTC-Web/UserFiles/Files/Good-Councillors-Guide%202018.pdf
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The motion actually put to the meeting was that standing orders be waived to allow a motion on the 
day. Standing Orders permit a motion to waive standing orders being given without any such 
advanced notice or it being signed by four councillors. 

Standing Orders states that “Meetings shall be open to the public unless their presence is prejudicial 
to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other 
special reasons. The public’s exclusion from part or all of a meeting shall be by a resolution which 
shall give reasons for the public’s exclusion. The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
permits a Council to go into a private session. There is also a similar provision in the Local 
Government Act 1972. When a resolution is passed to this effect all Councillors are then under a Duty 
of Confidentiality a breach of which can have serious consequences. Some questions posed sought 
to seek a breach of that legal duty. There is always the possibility of litigation if confidentiality is 
breached and any damages would need to be paid by the residents of Parton through their Council 
Tax. That would require quite a hike in Council Tax bills. 

Co –option – ss.79 and 80 of the Local Government Act set out the qualifications for anyone to be 
elected or co-opted as a Councillor. It was suggested in the meeting that longevity of residence in the 
village should be a requirement. The law requires no more than 12 months residency. Provided that 
applicants meet the qualification criteria then Councillor are permitted to vote for who they wish. In 
exactly the same that we did in the General Election   

Public Participation in meetings - There is a common misunderstanding as to the actual legalities of a 
Council meeting. Meetings of the Parish Council are not public meetings but private meetings to which 
members of the public have a statutory right to attend as observers only. The public actually have no 
legal right to speak unless the Parish Council Chairman authorises them to do so. However, many, if 
not all, parish councils set out a time for public participation but which, legally, is not part of the actual 
Council meeting. Parton is no different and allows part of its evening to be used by the public to ask 
questions on matters on the agenda. There has to be a time limit so that the Council has the time to 
attend to its business. 

A question was raised about the discussion on the Bank Mandate at the previous meeting.  The 
particular issue was a matter of confidentiality and so no response was provided.  

The Chair was challenged over a request he had made to see further financial information relating to 
the accounts. The Good Councillor Guide indicates that “all councillors should be aware of the 
council’s financial position”. Elected Councillors have a fiduciary duty towards their Tax Payers to 
ensure that the financial affairs of the Council are in order. Under common law 
principles councillors have the right to access information held by their authority where it is reasonably 
necessary to enable the member to properly perform their duties as a councillor. It’s just part and 
parcel of the job of a Councillor to know what is going on within his/her Council. 

Questions were asked as to why certain parts of a discussion were not included in the minutes. 
Minutes are primarily for the purposes of recording decisions. It has never been a requirement for 
every item of a discussion to be included. Only key matters relevant to the decision that can assist an 
explanation as to why a decision has been reached is all that is required. This Government Guidance 
may assist an understanding of the practice of minute taking -
 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/61
207/Guide_20to_20Minute_20Taking.pdf 

 
 
Meeting Proper 
 
Announcements and Apologies:  
 
The Chair declared the meeting open at 7:56pm following Public Participation 
 
1. Minutes of the meeting of the 13th November 2019:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/61207/Guide_20to_20Minute_20Taking.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/61207/Guide_20to_20Minute_20Taking.pdf
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Amendment to add County Councillor Barbour as an attendee 
Proposed by Cllr D Garrett 

And seconded by Cllr S Tumelty 
 That the minutes as amended be approved – Agreed 

 
2. Minutes of the meeting of the 21st November 2019:  

Amendment to show that Councillor Tumelty requested that his vote be recorded. The Chair 
clarified that any vote of a confidential staffing nature must remain confidential by law.   

 
Proposed by Cllr J Huck 

And seconded by Cllr D Garrett  
That the minutes be approved subject to an amendment that it be recorded that Councillor Tumelty 

voted against  – Agreed 
 
 
3. Matters arising from the approved minutes not otherwise on the Agenda.  
       No matters arising that were not dealt with anywhere else on the agenda 
  
4. Declarations of Interest – No declaration of Interest were made 
 
The Chair suspended the meeting for 5 mins due to noise and shouting and heckling of elected 
members 
 
 
5. Reports from Working Groups or Councillors: A report was presented by the Working Group of 

Councillors Mr. Huck, Mr. Williamson and Mr. Barton on proposed changes to the Council’s 
Standing Orders.  

 
Proposed by Cllr D Garrett 

Seconded by Cllr J Huck 
That the revised Standing Orders be approved - Agreed 

 
( Further Heckling from the public here) 

 
6.  Reports from Copeland Borough and Cumbria County Council Ward Councillors.  
 
     (Constant heckling from the public) 
 
     Councillor Banks indicated that the path from the tanks up to the church has been cleared by the 
     Borough Council.   He also said that 96 and 97 lights have been reported and that the authority is 
     aware of the problems  
     Councillor Banks also stated that the Borough Council is undertaking a review of all the councils 

assets and that if anyone was interested in taking over any assets the Borough Council would be 
happy to enter into discussion. Councillor Banks mentioned that the Parton cliffs may be of 
interest and if so the Council should contact Barbara Vernon at the Borough Council. 

 
Councillor Mrs Bowman indicates that the Christmas household waste collection will be two days  
late. There is an emergency number if there are any dangerous buildings and the number is 
01946 598200. The Local Plan is out for consultation and can be accessed through the website for 
comments. Budget consultation is also available for next year, hard copies are available at the  
library and the market hall.  
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The Chair stated that he had written to CBC to see if they could help with an Emergency 
Contingency Plan for Parton in the event of flooding / police incident / polluted water and they 
referred him to a specific department that can be discussed at a future meeting for the benefit 
of Parton residents. The Chair said that the council is still trying to find out who is responsible 
for all the waste vegetation around the village.   
 
The Chair thanked both Councillors for their important information 

 
7.  Consultation on planning applications referred by Copeland Borough Council.  
      To be considered at the next  
 
8.  Finance  
(A) Balance from minutes of previous meeting £11,120.46  
as shown on Bank Statement 12.11.19 
 
Invoices Received to be considered for our next meeting once they have been clarified: 
Lowca Footbridge Insurance         (pending further info)                          £ 148.00 
CBC Landscaping (Football Field)  (pending further info) #101266         £2230.88 
CBC Grounds maintenance             (pending further info) #101266        £ 206.57 
CBC                                                        Waste bin collection                          £  24.31 
                                                               (Parton foreshore) 
 
J&R Bennett                                         Painting of War memorial                £ 318.60 
                                                                (pending further info) 
Salary Mr JC Shaw (Dec/Jan/Feb)                                                                   £ 780.00 
Inland Revenue                                    Mr JC Shaw                                          £ 180.00 
 
Clerks expenses Mr JC Shaw – estimated no claim submitted to date 
Mr JC Shaw                                           Expenses Oct / Nov 2019 (to follow) 
 
Balance of Bank Account  £11,120.46 
Available funds £11,120.46 
Payments for approval: 
13.11.19                  Great North Air Ambulance  (LGA s144)   £150.00 
                                  Salary Mr JC Shaw      Sept /Oct /Nov 19  £720.00 
                                  Expenses Mr JC Shaw                                    £  54.61 
                                  Stamps             £7.32           02.10.19 
                                  Stamps             £7.32           15.09.19 
                                  Phone             £27.98           04.10.19 
                                  Web Hosting £11.99           17.09.19 
 
Balance £10,195.85                                                                   (Available Funds less orders for payment) 
 
(B) The Chair was hopeful to bring a draft budget to the January 2020 meeting. This will advise the 
level of precept to be set and which needs to be provided to the Responsible Financial Officer at the 
Borough Council  y the 17th January 2020. 
  
 

The report was noted and payments listed were approved for Payment 
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9.  Use of report template  

It was proposed that a template for future Council reports be used so that Members have full 
information on matters upon which they will be required to make a decision   

 
It was Proposed by Cllr R Huck  
And seconded by Cllr A Barton 

 that the proposal be approved - Agreed 
10.  Service of summons and Agenda by email 

It was Proposed by Cllr R Huck   
And seconded by Cllr A Barton 

 
that, for Members who have agreed service of the summons and agenda will be by email in 

accordance with The Local Government (Electronic Communications) (England)(Order) 2015 
Councillor Morton requested hand delivery 

Unanimous approved – Agreed 
 

11. Co-Option Policy:  
Members considered a policy on the formal arrangements that would be undertaken in the event 
that any co-option of Councillors is required in the future.  

 
It was Proposed by Cllr D Garrett   

And seconded by Cllr J Miller 
No amendments 

that the policy as set out in the report be approved – Agreed 
Unanimous 

 
20:22 – Cllr K Barton attends the meeting 
 
12. Budget for 20120/21: Members considered possible business for the 2020/2021 financial year 
      for inclusion in the budget. The suggestions included  
Short Term 

1. More bins for the village especially at the top 
2. More benches for the village 
3. Flower Planters for the top of the village 
4. Bus Shelter at the top of Brewery brow 
5. Suggestion Box for the public to be placed outside the village hall 

Longterm –  
1. Look towards reestablishment of an artificial bowling green at the top of brewery brow and 

look into securing funding for this, to have appropriate seating around it 
2. Councillor Huck also stated that in the past that a play park at the top of the village was on 

the wish list as well as a disabled play area near seven acres, just in the grassed area in the 
middle 

3. Liaise with Cumbria County Council over some signage at the  
4. Suggestion Box for the public to be placed outside the village hall 
5. Increase signage around the village encouraging the use of litter bins and to deter dog 

fouling. 
 
 
13. Fixing seven acres (Parker’s) steps: Councillor Williamson was not in attendance and so the 

report was deferred 
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14. Councillor Matters:  
 None raised 
 
15. Exclusion of the Press and Public – The Chair read out the Motion – That, in accordance with the 

provisions of s1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be 
excluded from this meeting at this point in view of the confidential nature of the business 
specified in items 4 and 5, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be 
temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw as the public interest at this time in 
maintaining the exemption in para 1 outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 

 
At this point the public refused to leave the meeting. 
The Chair requested a further 2 more times for the public to leave and was urged by other members 

to abandon the meeting. 
The Chair thanked everyone for coming. 
The meeting is closed at 20:34 
 
 


