
Agenda Item 11 Parkers Steps 

Summary 

To consider the condition of the seven acres/Parton Brow (Parkers) Steps 

Background 

Councillor Williamson reports that the condition of the steps appears to be a risk to the safety of 
users  

Legal Requirements 

Health and Safety at Work Etc Act 1974; Equality Act; s. 137 Local Government Act 1972; Highways 
Act 1980 ss 43 50 

Details 

The steps appear to be a risk to safety and if so then they need to be made safe and which might 
involve their being dug out and rebuilt. They appear to be of a simple construction made of pea 
gravel held in place by wooden supports. There is no handrail the full length of the steps which may 
present a risk to the elderly or disabled who may wish to use the steps. 

The steps are not included in the Parish Council asset register so it is assumed that they are not in 
the ownership of the Parish. The owner of the steps needs to be identified and that may possibly be 
the Borough or County Council. If any Member has knowledge of the ownership it would be helpful. 

We also need to know if the steps form part of a public highway. If they do then the main 
responsibility for their care would be Cumbria County Council. However the Parish does have a 
discretionary power to undertake the maintenance of any footpath or bridleway within the Parish if 
it a highway maintainable at the public expense. (s.43 Highways Act 1980). Then there is the power 
to do so under s50 if the steps are in private ownership.  

As the steps are used by the public then it would seem that the owner may have a legal obligation to 
ensure their safety under the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974  

If the Parish Council were to undertake any work then we need to consider the potential 
implications to the Parish Council in terms of the health and safety obligations it may then have 
towards the public and ensure that our insurers would provide adequate cover even though we do 
not own the land.   

It is suggested that  

(a) both the Borough and Cumbria County Council are asked if either own the steps and of their 
legal status (public footpath), and 

(b) If it is a public footpath  -the County Council  be asked to inspect and carry such works as 
they deem appropriate 

and the matter then be reported back for further consideration 

Budget Implications 

At this stage  - none but members may wish to have a contingency sum in the budget for 
2020/2021 for footpath repairs in the Parish 

Risk Management 

If the Parish Council undertakes the work it needs insurance cover and a legal power to do 
so otherwise the expenditure would be unlawful. It also needs to consent of the landowner 
to avoid any claim. 

 

 



Recommendation – That the County and Borough Councils be approached as suggested and 
their views be reported back 

 


