
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the  
Parton Parish Council 

held on the 15th May 2019 
 

1. Attendance:  Cllrs A P Barton, K Barton, J Bestford, J I Huck, RM Huck, W Morton, S 
Peel, S Rogan, J Williamson, K Young, V Young. 
 
All councillors signed the declaration of acceptance of office 
 
Also in attendance were Ward Cllr Bowman and the clerk. There were apologies 
from County Cllr Barbour and Ward Cllr Banks There were 6 members of the public 
present. Mrs S Bagshaw the chief officer of the Cumbria Association of Local Councils 
was welcomed to the meeting. 
 
2 Election of Chair: It was proposed by Mr Peel and seconded by Mrs Rogan that Mr 
Young be elected chairman for the forthcoming year. There were no other 
nominations and Mr Young was duly elected.  Mr Young signed the declaration of 
office of chairman for the forthcoming year 
 
3 Minutes of the 24th April 2019 meeting of the parish council. These were agreed  
 
3a Declaration of Interests. Mr A Barton, Mrs K Barton, Mrs J Huck and Mr R Huck all 
declared an interest as committee members of the community group Parton Re-
united. It was agreed that should any further declaration of interests would b made 
when an item on the agenda was reached. 

 
4. Approval of the Annual Governance statement. The clerk said that the Accounts 
and Audit Regulations 2015 required the governance statement to be approved 
before the accounting statement. The clerk said that the internal auditor was 
satisfied that proper oversight had been achieved and the council approved the 
statement which would now be published on the parish website 
 
5 Annual Financial Return The clerk referred to the council’s accounts for the year 
ended 31st March 2019 as previously circulated. He said that the internal auditor had 
no issues to report that required the attention of the council and that the internal 
auditor was satisfied that the system of internal control was appropriate and 
effective. The council agreed the accounts and certified itself exempt as neither 
gross income nor expenditure exceeded £25000. The chairman signed the Certificate 
of Exemption. The council reappointed Mr F G Hoyle as internal auditor for the 
forthcoming year   
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

.  
 



6. Elections of Officers and Representatives 
 
a) Vice Chair. It was proposed and seconded that Mrs Bestford be elected to the 
post of Vice Chair. There were no other nominations. It was agreed that Mrs 
Bestford be appointed Vice Chairwoman. Mrs Bestford signed a declaration of 
acceptance of office 
 
c.) The Mary Jackson Trust Fund Representatives. It was proposed that Mrs Rogan 
be appointed as the council representative on the Mary Jackson Trust Fund and to 
ask Mrs Ryden to continue to attend th meetings. This was agreed.  
 
d) Howgate Ward Steering Group. It was proposed that Mr Peel and Mrs Bestford be 
appointed to attend Howgate Ward Steering Group meetings. This was agreed. 
 
A question was asked why neither representatives from the parish council to the 
village hall management committee nor the North Copeland youth partnership were 
being nominated this year when that had been the case in previous years. The 
chairman said that it had been pointed out that the constitution of those bodies 
precluded direct representation by the parish council.  
 
7 Cheques to be approved for payment. 
101236 J C Shaw   (Expenses)   £41.85 
101237 BHIB     (Insurance)   £307.89 
101238 Printpoint    (Stationery)   £93.60 
101239 Copeland B C   (Landscape)   £206.57 
101240 Copeland Borough Council (Bin Collection)  £29.17 
101241 J C Shaw    (Salary)   £200.00 
 
8. Review and adoption of council’s documents 
a) Standing Orders The chairman proposed that a task and finish group be appointed 
to review the standing orders. The proposal was agreed and Mr Barton, Mr 
Williamson and Mr Young agreed to serve on the group and to report at the July 
2019 meeting. 
b) Financial Regulations The chairman proposed that a task and finish group be 
appointed to review the financial regulations. The proposal was agreed and Mr 
Barton, Mr Williamson and Mr Young agreed to serve on the group and to report at 
the July 2019 meeting. 
c) Representation on outside bodies. The clerk said that the council were not 
represented on any outside bodies save the Howgate group 
d) Arrangements for |insurance cover. The clerk said that the council were insured 
through BHIB who were the main insurers for local councils. He said that a colleague 
had sought a quote from Zurich Insurance but whilst a similar premium was a 
payable the cover was inferior. This was noted. 
e) Inventory of Land and Assets. The clerk said that the asset register as published on 
the website was up to date.  
f) Councils subscriptions to other bodies. The clerk said that the councils were 
members of CALC and were corporate members at a cost of £10 per annum of 



Copeland Rail Users Group. (CRUG) 
g) Complaints Procedure The chairman proposed that a task and finish group be 
appointed to review the complaints procedure. The proposal was agreed and Mr 
Barton, Mr Williamson and Mr Young agreed to serve on the group and to report at 
the July 2019 meeting. 
h) Procedure for handling requests under the freedom of information and data 
protection legislation. The chairman proposed that a task and finish group be 
appointed to review the procedure. The proposal was agreed and Mr Barton, Mr 
Williamson and Mr Young agreed to serve on the group and to report at the July 
2019 meeting. 
i) Policy dealing with the press /media and determining the time and place of 
ordinary meetings of full council up to and including the next annual general 
meeting. The clerk said that the matter of the press and media would be included in 
the standing orders review but it was important that council were aware of the dates 
of meetings which would be the second Wednesday of the month save August in 
order that they could meet the requirements for submitting motions to council. He 
said he would circulate the extract from the standing orders covering this matter 
8a Planning Applications There were none. 
8b Freedom of Information request The clerk said that a freedom of information 
request had been made asking for a statement as to the land owned by the council 
within the parish. The clerk said the only land owned by the council was that 
registered with the Land Registry and it was agreed that the information should be 
supplied. 
9. Public Participation 
a)  Ward/County Councillors   Ward Cllr Bowman said given that she had been only 
re-elected in the last week and that the annual meeting of the district council had 
not yet taken place she had nothing to report. She said that Ward Cllr Banks gave his 
apologies because he was attending the Lowca Parrish council meeting. It was noted 
that County Cllr Barbour had given his apologies  
b) Members of the public  
i) Play area table and bench A resident asked whether the damaged seating was to 
be replaced. The clerk said he would place the matter on the June agenda. 
ii) Japanese Knotweed A resident asked whether the district council were spraying 
the bank to manage the Japanese Knotweed. The clerk said he would make 
enquiries. 
iii) Trees behind Main Street A resident asked whether the parish council could assist 
a resident on Main Street whose television reception was poor due to overgrowing 
trees. Ward Cllr Bowman said that she and the late Cllr John Bowman had 
investigated this issue and raised the matter with the district council on earlier 
occasions but because the ownership of the land was unknown they had not been 
able to satisfactorily resolve the matter. It was agreed that in the circumstances no 
action could be taken by the parish council. 
 
 
 
 
 



The meeting closed at 8.20 pm 
 
Chairman……………………………. Date…………………………. 
 
Following the meeting the chairman allowed an informal discussion which is noted 
below  
a) Mr Williamson asked about cutting the football field and the nets and posts 
b) He spoke about pot holes on Briscoe Mount and about the lack of an handrail on 
Parkers steps 
c) Mr Barton asked about the availability of councillor training. Mrs Bagshaw gave 
details 
d) Mrs Huck asked what was being done about child poverty. Mr Young said he 
would report back once he had met the social inclusion officer 
e) Mr Huck asked whether any response had been received from the Home Group 
about an estate walk. 
f) Mr Peel mentioned renovations to a Home group house on Criffel 
g Mrs Young spoke about the damaged bus shelter on Criffel Road 
h) Mrs Bestford mentioned the dog waste bin on the Foreshore which had 
disappeared. 
i) Mrs Huck spoke about the plans of Parton Re-united to plant trees 
j)  Mr Morton said that the football field was not being used Mr Williamson said that 
part of the field could be changed to allotments 
k) Mr Young said he was speaking to the media about the rendering on Seven Acres. 
l)  Mr Huck queried why an AOB item could not be added. The clerk said that 
standing orders and NALC advice precluded an AOB item and none of the matters 
above had been on the agenda and councillors had to have prior notification of all 
issues. 
m) Mrs Bagshaw gave details of a CALC summer conference at Stoneybeck Penrith 
n) Mr Huck mentioned a D day commemoration service at the War Memorial on 
June 6th 2019  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 


