
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the 
Parton Parish Council. 

Held on the 9th October 2019 
1. Attendance: Chairman Cllr R Huck, Cllrs A Barton, K Barton, J Huck, Morton, Rogan, 
Williamson, County Cllr Barbour, Ward Cllr Banks and the Clerk 
 
2 Announcements and Apologies: There was an apology from Ward Cllr Bowman 
15 members of the public were present. 
The chairman asked that a letter be sent to Mr Peel who resigned from the council at the 
conclusion of the last meeting thanking him for his services as a parish councillor for many 
years.  
The clerk noted that the meeting would be recorded. He asked that members of the public 
note that they can only take part in the meeting when invited to do so by the chairman under 
item 32(i) and   councillors were reminded of the code of conduct.  
 
3. Declaration of Interests. No specific declarations of interest were made. The chairman said 
that any declarations other than those which have been already declared in the Council’s 
Register of Interests should be made if and when an item arose.  
 
4. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 
The chairman said that there were no items on the agenda where it was appropriate to 
provide reasons why the public and press should be excluded 
 
5. Approval and signing of the minutes of the September 2019 meeting. 
The chairman handed the clerk a document which read “Instruction to amend  
Item 5a Standing order review 
To read  
 “Cllr Bestford informed the meeting as follows “We the council have decided that Billy and 
Stan would be on the working party to assist the vice chairman. Councillor J Huck and A 
Barton both exclaimed that there was no way. Councillor J Huck said we are continually 
ostracised and it’s not fair  
At item 7 
To read 
“At this point Cllr J Huck turned round to see who was heckling her husband and the member 
of the public replied “Git turned back round woman and git on wid your job” to which several 
councillors and other members of the public intervened to berate him for his rudeness”  
Item 12a. Cannot be approved” 
The matter was not discussed further at this point and the chair moved to item 6. 
 
6 Councillor Vacancies (to proceed with co-option)  
The clerk said that he had received 5 requests to be co-opted but only one gave any details 
other than their names. It was agreed that the clerk should write to the individuals asking 
that they provide information as was set out in the notice posted on the parish website and 
confirming that they were not subject to legal disqualification.  
 
 



7 To elect a vice chairman. 
The chairman said that Mrs Rogan was proposed and seconded at the last meeting. The clerk 
said Mrs Rogan was not at the last meeting and could not be said to have accepted the 
nomination. Mrs Rogan now accepted the nomination and was elected vice chairman.  
 
8 Standing Orders Review 
The chairman said that the review was incomplete and the matter was stood over. 
 
8a Motion to discuss and vote on the inclusion of a disciplinary procedure that was deferred at 
July’s meeting (Mrs Huck) 
It was agreed to defer the matter to the November 2019 meeting and meanwhile the ACAS 
code was being used. 
 
9. Bank Mandate The clerk said that in view of the resignation of Mr Peel only Mr Morton 
remained on the panel to sign cheques. It was agreed that the Mr Huck, Mrs Rogan and Mr 
Barton be added to the panel 
 
10 Motion to discuss employing a lengthsman to maintain the village greens, hedges and 
roadside belonging to Parton Parish Council (Mrs Huck) 
It was agreed to consider the viability of employing a lengthsman and the matter would be 
deferred for consideration of the half year accounts at the next meeting. County Cllr Barbour 
again advised caution over land ownership 
 
11. Motion to discuss re-instating a monthly newsletter to inform residents of Parish Council 
matters. (Mrs Huck) 
The chairman said he understood Moresby parish council produced a regular newsletter and 
Parton could do likewise. The clerk said it was an infrequent publication at Moresby. The last 
one produced in July 2019 was at a cost of £188.00 for 1000 copies delivered by the 
councillors. It was agreed to look again at the November meeting when the half year 
accounts would be available. 
 
12 Motion that the clerk provides for the next meeting a full inventory of all assets that the 
Parish Council is responsible for, with as may be necessary details of the purpose of such assets 
(Mrs Huck) 
The clerk said the asset register was up to date and on the website.  
 
13 Motion that the clerk provides for the next meeting a full list of all the current contracts 
that the Parton parish council has listings with whom for what purpose their value and expiry 
date. (Mrs Huck) 
The clerk said that the only contract was with the borough council to cut the football field at 
a cost of £206.57 each quarter (Inc. Vat). The contract expires in March 2020. 
 
14 Motion at each council meeting a spreadsheet is provided by the clerk showing all 
expenditure incurred during the financial year to whom (unless the DPA prevents such 
disclosure in which case should be confidential and for what purpose The spreadsheet should 
also include the minute number against which the expenditure was approved and the legal 
power the council has to incur that expenditure (Mrs Huck) 



It was agreed to defer the matter until the half year accounts were discussed at the 
November 2019 meeting 
 
15. Mobile Food Pantry  
The clerk said he had received a note from Julie Wedgwood to say that the Mobile Food 
Pantry would support residents in the Parton area via a joined-up partnership approach 
working throughout North Copeland. She thanked the parish council for their interest 
 
15a Home Group (to report progress) 
The clerk said there had been no contact since the last meeting.  
  
16 To amend Financial Regulations   
The clerk said that he had amended the 2019 financial regulations which he had circulated to 
follow the procedures that have applied in the past. In summary they are i) There is one paid 
officer who undertakes the duties as the proper officer and responsible financial officer ii) all 
payments are made by cheque iii) There is no petty cash account iv) All decisions are taken by 
full council and no sub committees dealing with financial issues are formed 
The chairman said more time was needed to consider the regulations and the matter would 
be stood over. 
 
17 To receive the police report  
The clerk said that the report in future would be in a different format and he would circulate 
it on receipt. The Whitehaven and district report for October 2019 referred to anti-social 
behaviour in Seven acres Parton where surveys were being carried out. There was no other 
mention of Parton matters. It was noted that there were no issues to report to the police. 
 
18 Planning applications None 
 
19 Training  
It was agreed to wait until new councillors had been co-opted before taking the matter 
forward. 
 
20 Grass Cutting Broken Lamp Flooding (Mr Williamson) This item was taken after item 6)  
Mr Williamson reported that the grass had been cut at Queenies. He had reported the 
broken lamp to the borough council Open Spaces department and had spoken to the Flood 
and Coastal Officer at the borough council who had said the land was in the ownership of the 
county council. County Cllr Barbour again said that was not the case. 
 
21 That a wall be erected probably on the beach near the memorial garden that folk from 
Parton that have passed away can be memorialized with a small plaque per brick. (Mr 
Williamson) This item was taken after item 6)  
Mr Williamson asked that the matter be deferred 
 
22 War memorial Progress report  
The clerk said he had written to Mr McKee thanking him for the work he had undertaken on 
the war memorial wall and fencing. He said he had obtained a War Memorial Trust 
application form and would complete the initial enquiry about funding. The chairman said he 



had approached a local firm in connection with work on the war memorial itself. 
 
23 Play area report  
The clerk said he had met Andrew Heskett at the play area and discussed the work that could 
be undertaken as part of the regular maintenance He said he would now speak to the parks 
officer at Copeland and seek advice on the other issues raised in the report  
 
24 Expression of Interest Football Field  
The clerk said that he had yet to hear from the borough council. 
 
25 Dog Fouling and Waste  
The chairman said that Parton Re-United had yet to hear about their grant application for 5 
purpose-built bins and dispensers. 
 
26 Long Arch Maintenance  
The chairman said he would contact Network Rail and ask that they undertake further work 
once more before the end of the year. 
 
27 Outflow Flap 
The clerk said that he had heard no more from the borough council 
 
28 Boat on Foreshore (This matter was taken after item 6 at the request of Mr Williamson 
who left the meeting at the conclusion of the item) 
The clerk said he had spoken to the community services manager at the borough council who 
had again asked the parks and open spaces officer to look at the remains to see whether they 
were able to remove them. Mr Williamson said he had spoken both to the clerk at Muncaster 
parish council and the Flood and Coastal officer at the borough council Mr Williamson asked 
for information on the boat so that he could approach the Whitehaven Harbour 
Commissioners. 
 
29 Social Inclusion There was nothing to report. 
 
30. Correspondence  
a) The clerk said that he had received a donation request from the Great North Air 
Ambulance and it would be included in the agenda for the November meeting 
b) ACT had offered to provide more emergency planning leaflets for distribution. It was 
agreed that they should be requested. 
 
31 Cheques to be approved for payment  
No cheques were approved for payment 
 
Item 5. Minutes of the September meeting. 
At this point the clerk referred back to the minutes of the September meeting. He said that 
the amendments had to be moved and seconded in the normal way and that had not 
happened. Following a discussion this was done and the amendments approved. Mr Morton 
said that now the minutes had been agreed this issue should not be mentioned again and the 
council should move on.  He made that proposal which was seconded by Mrs Barton and 



agreed unanimously. Mr Morton sought confirmation that the council were promising the 
people here that no more would be said over the whole issue. The chairman said that the 
minutes would be accurate and that would be the end of it. 
 
32. Public Participation 
i) Members of the Public 
a) The chairman said that there were two concerns raised at the last meeting which he could 
address. The benches at the war memorial had been sanded down and the boat on the 
railway station platform had been repaired with steel straps and new fibre glass bottom and 
was now safe. 
b) A member of the public referred to the Extraordinary General Meeting held on the 2nd 
October and said he did not accept that three clear days’ notice had been given. The 
chairman disputed this proposition 
c) A member of the public asked what benefit it brought to the village by recording the 
meeting. 
d) A member of the public said that the Bark levels were too low on the play area.  
e) A member of the public asked that Network Rail or Northern Rail should be approached 
about the lights at the ticket machine. 
f) A member of the public asked why the council had not discussed the finding concerning a 
breach of the code of conduct by a councillor. The clerk said he did not believe the issue had 
been finalised. 
g) A member of the public referring to the problem with the sweeper rocker unit on the play 
which was used by adults asked whether the arms could be replaced with those that were 
more robust. 
h) A member of the public referred to item 28 and said that there was second boat on the car 
park and asked that enquiries as to ownership be made. 
i) A member of the public asked how to go about hiring the hall. It was noted that there was a 
calendar on the village hall Facebook page. 
ii) Ward and County Councillors Ward Cllr Banks said that a special full council meeting of the 
district council backing was given to the developments at the harbour. He said the district 
council had re-written their protocols with reference to nuclear energy especially concerning 
a Geological Disposal Facility. He said that as chairman of the Standards and Ethics 
committee he remained concerned that the parish council still had issues that needed to be 
addressed and the council should try harder to work together. County Cllr Barbour said he 
had arranged a meeting at the county council depot at Lillyhall for all parish councillors who 
wished to attend in order that traffic matters could be discussed with the highways area 
engineer. He said that the county council were making progress on the Working Together 
project. Information was on the CCC website which was particularly relevant if consideration 
were to be given to employing a lengthsman. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm  
The next meeting was fixed for 13th November 2019. 
Chairman ........................................Date.............................................. 
 
 
 
 



   
 
 
    
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


